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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY 

2 017  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

E V E R Y  F U N D  T E L L S  A  S T O R Y



Dear Friends...

There is a certain irony to being a community foundation. 

For the uninitiated, the Crown Point Community Foundation 

sounds like a decorous, financial repository – which of course, 

we are. But thanks to the passions of our fund holders, we 

are so much more – we are a hub for generous individuals, 

families, businesses and other nonprofit organizations to turn 

their assets into action.

Amazing things happen when you give. You can create 

positive change in your community. With every passing 

year we see new evidence of this positive change in the 

communities we serve. The Foundation fills a unique role 

where we are guardians of philanthropic donations, 

endowment funds and grant making.

Within this report, we have highlighted just a few of the many 

ways we partner with donors. Despite their many different 

goals, the actions of our more than 340 fund holders share a 

unique quality - the fervent desire to support the communities 

and causes they love. That’s why every fund tells a story:

• Meeting Needs… see our grant recipients in action 

 on page 5, 28, 29, 32, and 33.

• Hometown Pride… see what Greg & Nancy Forsythe did  

 for their community on page 9.

• Personal Growth… see how Virgil A. Place is inspiring  

 students to dream big on page 13.

• Preserving History… see how Merritt Buckley helps the  

 Grand Old Lady on page 15.

• Honored… see how Army Specialist AJ Roach, Jr’s 

 generosity is remembered on page 17.

• Providing the Tools… see why John & Ann Barney 

 support the work of the Foundation on page 18.

• Expanding Care… see how innovation can help prevent  

 vision loss in premature infants on page 20. 

In 2017, with your help, the Foundation continued its role 

in guardianship by investing and growing the assets while 

promoting the health of the community with over $1.3 million 

awarded in grants and scholarships. We are partners with 

public safety, arts and culture, economic development, social 

services, recreation, youth development, animal services, 

housing & shelter, and so much more.

We are honored and humbled to work alongside the 

charitable donors who are making such a difference and 

we look forward to continuing this journey together. Most 

importantly, thank you for letting us be your partner in 

philanthropy, now and forever.

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

l i n d a  a r m s t r o n g

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

l i n d a  a r m s t r o n g

c h a i r ,  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s

Every Fund Tells A Story
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I N  S O U T H  L A K E  C O U N T Y,  I N D I A N A

S U P P O R T I N G  P H I L A N T H R O P Y

Our vision is to serve as a well-managed agent for giving and receiving. The Crown Point 

Community Foundation will help to positively shape the future of the community and act as a 

facilitator of community good.

        a lo n e  w e  c a n  d o  s o  l i t t l e ,
to g e t h e r  w e  c a n  d o  s o  m u c h .

h e l e n  k e l l e r

ABOUT THE CPCF

The Crown Point Community Foundation connects people who care to causes that matter. 

Since 1990, we have served the citizens of Crown Point and South Lake County through 

a range of charitable and civic activities, while helping individual donors achieve their 

philanthropic goals. As a public charitable organization, the CPCF is dedicated to building 

permanently endowed funds. A 19 member volunteer board of directors, composed of local 

leaders, oversees the investment of these pooled funds. These endowments then fund the 

distribution of grants to worthy causes each year. The Crown Point Community Foundation 

administers over 340 funds and has assets totaling over 26 million dollars.

The endowments are invested by 

the CPCF and its Board of Directors.

Grow Gifts

CROWN P OINT

WINFIELD

CEDAR L AKE

LO WELL

Give Gifts
Grants are awarded in specified 

cycles throughout the year. Grants 

are given both to causes which were 

specified by donors and to those 

that are selected by the 

CPCF grant committee.

Get Gifts
Individuals, groups and 

businesses create an endowment 

(permanent fund) at the CPCF.
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CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Best Buddies of Indiana

Thanks to your generosity, students with disabilities 
were able to find a friend. 

A $1,000 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was awarded to 

Best Buddies. Best Budies is the world’s largest nonprofit organization that provides 

social opportunities for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). 

The Best Buddies program at Crown Point High School pairs non-disabled student 

volunteers (peer buddies) in mutually enriching one-to-one friendships with students 

with IDD (buddies.) 

Interacting socially with others can be one of the greatest sources of joy and 

satisfaction in our lives, yet people with IDD continue to face isolation and exclusion 

from mainstream society. Best Buddies friendship programs cross the invisible line that 

divides our society, and combats the social isolation faced by people with IDD. Best 

Buddies also works to develop leadership skills for Crown Point students with and 

without IDD. The grant from the CPCF helped Best Buddies to directly impact the lives 

of 38 students with and without IDD by matching them in a one-to-one friendship. An 

additional 197 students participated in chapter activities.

“By providing training to students with and without IDD, Best Buddies cultivates an 

awareness of the importance of inclusion of people with IDD,” said Natalie Siebert, 

State Director of Best Buddies International. “Many of our chapter members will become 

leaders in the private sector, and will hold decision-making roles in which they will 

shape our communities. They will become CEOs of companies that will hire a person 

with a disability, landlords that will rent an apartment to a person with a disability, 

principals and teachers that will ensure full integration in the school system, doctors 

and nurses that will treat people with disabilities with respect when healing them, and 

policty makers that will lobby for the rights of people with disabilities. Perhaps even more 

importantly, we are training students with IDD to be more autonomous, and to advocate 

for themselves and other young people with disabilities.”

  w e  a r e  v e ry  f o r t u n at e  to  h av e  r e c e i v e d  g r a n ts            
      f r o m  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y 
f o u n d at i o n  ov e r  t h e  l a st  f o u r 
    y e a r s  to  s u p p o r t  o u r 
       p r o g r a m s  i n  l a k e  c o u n t y .

n a t a l i e  s e i b e r t

stat e  d i r e c to r ,  b e st 
b u d d i e s  i n d i a n a



Breakdown by Fund Type: 345 funds under 
management as of 12-31-17.

Assets by Fund Type: $26,722,198 as of 12-31-17.

14.7%
Agency Funds

                 8.7%
Operating Funds

6.2%
Donor Advised Funds 

.5%
Field of Interest Funds

20.2%
Designated Funds

            38.8%
Unrestricted 
  Community       
      Funds

.2% 
Charitable Gift 
Annuity Funds

     10.6%
           Scholarship 

    Funds

2017 
ASSETS

BY FUND:
$26,722,198

16.8%
Designated Funds

                 11.3%
        Operating 
             Funds

11.3%
Agency Funds 

1.2%
Field of Interest Funds

              20.6%
Unrestricted 
Community Funds

            22.3%
Scholarship 
    Funds

.3% 
Charitable Gift 
Annuity Funds

     16.2%
Donor Advised 
            Funds

2017 
BREAKDOWN

BY FUND:
 345  FUNDS

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

$1,303,987

$1,166,323

$1,110,762

$839,231

$723,126

NUMBER OF GRANTS AWARDED

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

445

435

481

422

354
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2 017  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
Over the past 27 years, Foundation assets have grown steadily thanks to new funds being established, additional gifts to existing funds, and the investment returns earned on 

our investable assets. More than 38% of our assets are Unrestricted Community Funds for grantmaking – which enables us to support our nonprofit partners in their civic and 

philanthropic leadership initiatives. We have also been fortunate to acquire significant assets for Designated Funds, meaning fundholders identified causes close to their heart 

that receive funding year-after-year.

I N  2 017,  W E  A W A R D E D  M O R E  T H A N  $ 1. 3  M I L L I O N  I N  G R A N T S ,

               A N  I N C R E A S E  O F  O V E R  8 0 %  F R O M  F I V E  S H O R T  Y E A R S  A G O .
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c o m p l e t e  f i n a n c i a l  s tat e m e n ts  w i t h  a c c o m pa n y i n g  f o ot n ot e s  i s s u e d  by  b l u e  & c o .,  l l c 
a r e  ava i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  at  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n 's  o f f i c e .

FINANCIALS Crown Point Community Foundation, Inc. summarized financial information 
year ended December 31, 2017.

Total Assets: $ 26,722,198  

  

Liabilities and Fund Balance:  

Agency funds  2,300,545 

Endowment/pass-through funds  24,421,653 

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance: $ 26,722,198 

  

  

Revenue:  

Contributions and grants received  536,045 

Investment return  3,353,062 

Operating endowment revenue  237,983 

Total Revenue $ 4,127,090 

  

Expense:  

Grants paid to the community  807,387 

Administrative fee expense  215,220 

Operating expenses  431,488 

Total Expense $ 1,454,095 

  

Change in Net Asset $ 2,672,995
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Alex and Ila Magiera Endowment Fund

Art Hill Ford/Lincoln Mercury/Carroll Chevrolet Endowment Fund

Bates Family Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Benjamin T. and Angela J. Ballou Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Bill and Betty Kennedy Family Endowment Fund

BJ and Kay Hubbard Endowment Fund

Bob and Bernice Anderson Endowment Fund

Cedar Lake Community Endowment Fund

Clayton Dyer Root Endowment Fund

Community Endowment Fund

CPCF Board of Directors Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Foundation Fund

Daniel Reinhardt Root and Carol McInerney Root Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Darryl and Patricia Miller Endowment Fund

David and Helen Batusic Unrestricted Fund

Dean and Barbara White Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Dexter Family Endowment Fund

Dolores E. White Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Don and Joyce Carnahan Endowment Fund

Donald and Joyce Huber Family Endowment Fund

Donald and Theresa Cowan Family Fund

Edwin and Catherine Huber Family Endowment Fund

First Financial Bank Endowment Fund

G.W. Gintert Family Fund

Geisen Family Endowment Fund

Gordon and Nina Bates Endowment Fund

Greg and Nancy Forsythe Christian Giving Fund

Hilary and Margaret Raab Fund

Howard Wise Endowment Fund

Jack and Diane Kemp Endowment Fund

Jeff and Linda Bryner Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jim and Betty McDonald Endowment Fund

Jim and Kim Larsen Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jimmy and Marian Hooseline Family Trust

Joe and Marian Jollief Unrestricted Endowment (New Fund)

John and Ann Barney Unrestricted Endowment Fund

John Dockus Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Jon and Cindy Harts Family Endowment Fund

Joseph K. Beckman Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Joseph L. and Maribel C. Costin Family Endowment Fund

Karen and Cornel Raab Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Lawrence R. Rouge Family Endowment Fund

Marge and Hugo Breuckman Fund

Marie Van Slyke Bean Endowment Fund

Mary and David Root Endowment Fund

Michael and Sherron Pampalone Endowment Fund

Otto Richard Fifield Memorial Endowment Fund

Richard and Laura Sauerman Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Richard J. and Gwendolyn L. Buehler Endowment Fund

Robert and Joyce Nutt Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Russell C. Westphal Family Memorial Fund

Schroeder Family Fund

Theodore L. and Tennessee E. Sendak Family Endowment Fund

Thomas H. Durant Endowment Fund

Tom and Kathy Liss Unrestricted Endowment Fund

Violet and Irvin Guritz Endowment Fund

Wellman Family Endowment Fund

White Family Fund

William and Maxie Scott Endowment Fund

William G. and Phyllis M. Fatch Fund

UNRESTRIC TED ENDO WMENT FUNDS FOR COMMUNIT Y GRANTS
Unrestricted Endowment Funds are created by donors who want to support a broad range of community causes and entrust the CPCF to allocate those funds 
to causes with the greatest need.

      t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a l lo w e d  b y  t h e  u n r e st r i c t e d  f u n d s 
          e n a b l e s  t h e  f o u n d at i o n  to  r e s p o n d  to  u n e x p e c t e d 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  c r e at i v e  p r o p o s a l s  a n d  u n f o r e s e e n  e m e r g e n c i e s        
      w i t h i n  o u r  s o u t h  l a k e  c o u n t y  s e r v i c e  a r e a  o f 
           c r o w n  p o i n t ,  c e d a r  l a k e ,  lo w e l l  a n d  w i n f i e l d .

m a r y  b .  n i e l s e n

c p c f  p r e s i d e n t
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The Crown Point Community Foundation proved to be an ideal match for the Forsythe’s 

values. About 15 years ago, they established the Greg and Nancy Forsythe Christian 

Giving Fund. The Forsythe’s fund is an example of an Unrestricted Endowment Fund for  

Community Grants, which means that the Foundation decides each year where the 

fund’s distribution dollars can be most impactful. “We believe the Foundation knows 

more about local needs than we do, both today and long after we’re gone,” Greg said.

The Greg and Nancy Forsythe Christian Giving Fund has also benefited from having 

additional donations added to the original endowment. Any existing fund at the CPCF 

can have donations added to them, whether by the fund’s founders or by any donor 

who would like to contribute.

“As we have continued to be blessed financially, we have regularly added to our fund,” 

Greg said. “These gifts and the Foundation’s strong investment performance have grown 

our endowment fund to the point that its yearly distribution is almost as large as our 

original contribution!”

To learn more about establishing an Unrestricted Endowment Fund for Community 

Grants or adding to an existing fund, please visit thecpcf.org.  

Greg and Nancy Forsythe are 
life-long Crown Point residents 
with deep ties to the community.  

“Nancy’s great-great grandfather 

founded Trinity Lutheran Church, and her 

father developed Briarwoood subdivision 

and donated the land for Sauerman Woods 

Park and Hub Pool,” said Greg Forsythe, 

Board Member of the Crown Point Community 

Foundation. “My father was Crown Point’s 

Mayor from 1984  to 1992, served on the city 

council for nine years, and was involved in 

many organizations around town. Both of our 

families taught us the importance of having 

a strong faith, a thankful spirit, and being 

generous toward others.”   

       w e  h i g h ly  e n c o u r a g e  ot h e r s  to  c o n t r i b u t e 
     to  t h e  f o u n d at i o n  a n d  to  u t i l i z e  i ts  s e r v i c e s  s o 
 t h at  i ts  s e r v i c e  a r e a  c a n  c o n t i n u e  b e i n g  s u c h  a 
       g r e at  p l a c e  to  w o r k ,  l i v e ,  a n d  r a i s e  a  fa m i ly .

g r e g  f o r s y t h e

c p c f  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s  a n d  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  t h e 
g r e g  a n d  n a n c y  f o r sy t h e  c h r i st i a n  g i v i n g  f u n d

UNRESTRIC TED ENDO WMENT FUND HIGHLIGHT Greg and Nancy Forsythe
Christian Giving Fund

g r e g  a n d  n a n c y  f o r s y t h e
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Animal Related - $3,200.00

Cats of St. Francis Rescue

Lake County Fairgrounds

Power Paws for Kids, Inc.

Arts, Culture - $31,600.00

Crown Point 4th of July Celebration Committee

City of Crown Point Interactive Art Project

Indiana Ballet Theatre Northwest, Inc.

Northwest Indiana Symphony Society, Inc.

Old Homestead Preservation Society, Inc.

Old Sheriff’s House Foundation

South Shore Arts, Inc.

Education - $46,138.18

Colonel John Wheeler Middle School Robotics Club

Colonel John Wheeler Middle School-Challenger Learning Center

Crown Point Community Schools-Birth to School Program

Crown Point High School-AP Test Funding

Crown Point High School-Bulldog Workshop Transition Program

Crown Point High School-Project Lead the Way

Crown Point High School-Vex Robotics Underdogs

Crown Point High School-RoboDogs Sponsors

Eisenhower Elementary School-Robotics

Jane Ball Elementary School

Jerry Ross Elementary School-Robotics Program

Lake County On My Way Pre-K Pilot Program

Robert A. Taft Middle School-Challenger Learning Center

Robert A. Taft Middle School-Robotics Club

Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.

United Negro College Fund, Inc.

Winfield/Jerry Ross Parent Teacher Organization

Community Improvement - $31,767.13

American Legion Post #101

Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce

Crown Point Community Foundation-Volunteer Fair Program

Crown Point Community Library

Lake Court House Foundation, Inc.

Old Sheriff’s House Foundation

Town of Winfield

Winfield Township

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $17,850.00

Food Bank of Northwest Indiana

GAP Food Pantry

Meals on Wheels of NW Indiana, Inc.

Pack Away Hunger

St. Matthias Church

Health - $14,500.00

American Cancer Society/Relay for Life

Community Cancer Research Foundation, Inc.

Phil’s Friends

Pink Ribbon Society

Housing, Shelter - $14,581.00

Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Indiana

St. Jude House

Human Services - $29,783.98

Autism Society of Indiana

Chasing Dreams, Inc.

Down Syndrome Association of Northwest Indiana

Dunes Dog Training Club, Inc.

Hoosiers Feeding the Hungry

Knights of Columbus -St. Elizabeth Ann Seton #7473

NWI Parkinson

NWI Suicide Prevention Council/Geminus Corp.

Operation Combat Bikesaver

The Growing Piece

The Welcome Network

Thomas Cellini Huntington’s Foundation

Wittenberg Village

COMMUNIT Y GRANTS AWARDED
Distributions from the Unrestricted Endowment Funds provide grants to nonprofit organizations within the following categories to address the 
broad needs in the community.

351,577.40$
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Public Safety - $20,298.91

Boys and Girls Clubs of Northwest Indiana

Cedar Lake Volunteer Fire Dept.

Crown Point Volunteer Fire Dept., Inc.

Franciscan Health Foundation

Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, Inc.

Recreation - $103,000.00

Southlake YMCA

Southlake YMCA Capital Campaign

Religion - $2,845.00

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

Youth Development - $36,013.20

American Legion Post #20 Baseball

Best Buddies Indiana

Boy Scout Troop 129

Campagna Academy, Inc.

Challenger Learning Center

Crown Point Rotary

Crown Point Swim Club

First United Methodist Church

Girls on the Run Northwest Indiana

Hanover Jr Wildcat Football, Inc.

Lake Area United Way

Lake Region Christian Assembly

Pathway to Adventure Council, Boy Scouts of America

Community Grants continued:

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS AND GRANTS AWARDED
Field of Interest Funds allow donors to address an issue, cause or area they care deeply about without naming specific charities. The foundation takes 
a contributor’s concern into consideration when making grants to appropriate programs that fit within the donor’s category of interest.

16,572.94$

Cedar Lake Community Fund

Designated to assist nonprofits within the Cedar Lake area.

 Community Improvement - $1,175.00

 Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce

 Education - $2,685.00

 Jane Ball Elementary

 Human Services - $3,000.00

 Operation Combat Bikesaver

 Public Safety - $4,000.00

 Boys and Girls Clubs of Northwest Indiana

 Cedar Lake Volunteer Fire Department

 Youth Development - $3,201.20

 Boy Scout Troop 129

 Hanover Jr. Wildcats Football Inc.

Community Literacy Endowment Fund

Designated to assist nonprofits for community literacy programs.

 Education - $2,011.74

 Lake County On My Way Pre-K Pilot Program

Dan and Vicky Klein Endowment Fund

Designated to assist nonprofits in Crown Point for leadership training initiatives.

 Education - $500.00

 Crown Point Community Foundation Board Training

The Honor Endowment Fund

Designated to assist nonprofits to provide tangible support to First Responders 

and their family during a time of need.

 No Grants
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Alec Matalin Memorial “Dope” Scholarship Fund (New Fund)

Alfred J. Gruber Senior Social Studies Honorarium Fund

Alvin and Kathryn Schmidt Endowment Fund

American Italian Benevolent Society Endowment Scholarship Fund

Barbara Jenkins Tyler Speech Scholarship Endowment Fund

Barney Family Scholarship Fund

BJ Hubbard Scholarship Fund

Burrell Family Scholarship Endowment Fund

Candace Lynne Walton Scholarship Endowment Fund

Charles Kleinschmidt Memorial Scholarship Fund

Charles M. and Marjorie Quickle Memorial Scholarship

Christopher Day Memorial Scholarship Fund

Colonel John Wheeler Middle School Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Foundation Scholarship Fund

Crown Point High School RoboDogs Scholarship Fund

Crown Point Lion’s Club Scholarship Fund

Crown Point Youth Baseball Scholarship Endowment Fund

David Gergely Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dean and Barbara White Scholarship

Dockus Charitable Scholarship Endowment Fund

Don Hess Memorial Fund

Donald and Phyllis (Dillabaugh) Ross Purdue Scholarship Endowment Fund

Dorothy Dillman Max Scholarship Fund

Dwight D. Eisenhower Elementary PTO Scholarship

Fran and Billie Hoffman Scholarship Fund

George Letz, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Gil and Gail Stiener Family Fund

Helen Zielinski  and Ray Stuck Family Fund

Jerry A. Caravana Athletic Director Endowment Scholarship Fund

JoAnne and Jim Haag Scholarship Fund

John D. Amodeo Scholarship Fund

Joseph N. and Annette M. Allegretti Fund

Karen and Cornel Raab Scholarship Fund (New Fund)

Karen Pruzin Scholarship Endowment Fund

Kathy Townsend Memorial Scholarship Fund

Kathy, Russ, and Jim Keller Endowment Fund

Kay Hubbard Music Scholarship Award

L. Jane Keene Memorial Scholarship Fund

Lake Street Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Lisa Schaefer Stover Endowment Fund

Liss Carstar Scholarship Fund

MacArthur Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Manhart/Gibbons Family Memorial Endowment Fund

Marie Van Slyke Scholarship Fund

Marilee Thanholdt Memorial Fund

Marion Kellum Performing Arts Scholarship

Mark and Lindsay Bates Scholarship Fund

Mark Edwards Scholarship Fund

Marty Shahbaz Football Scholarship Endowment Fund

Maurine M. Schlemmer Memorial Scholarship Fund

McMichael Family Endowment Fund

Mike Brown Jr. Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Millicent and Forrest Everett Memorial Fund

Paul D. and Dorothea Everett Fund

Ralph E. and Dee Bennett Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert “Bob” Brown Scholarship Endowment Fund

Robert Taft Middle School PTA Scholarship

Ronald and Suzanne Borto Scholarship Endowment Fund

Russ Keller Family Scholarship

Shirley Mudy Scholarship Fund

Solon Robinson Elementary School PTO Scholarship

St. Mary’s Catholic Community School Scholarship

The LaMere Family Endowment Fund

Tim Galusha Memorial Scholarship Fund

Timothy Ball Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

“Tiny” Knesek Bohling and Karla Stiener Scholarship Endowment Fund

Todd Szanyi Memorial Scholarship Endowment Fund

Trinity Lutheran School Scholarship Fund

Vincent Morgavan Memorial Scholarship Fund

Virgil A. Place Scholarship Fund

Walter J. Bernacki Memorial Scholarship Fund

Wilbert Buth Music Scholarship

William G. and Phyllis M. Fatch Scholarship Fund

Winfield/Jerry Ross Elementary PTO Scholarship Fund

Women’s Giving Circle Fund

Youche Country Club Scholarship Endowment Fund

Zondor Family Scholarship Endowment Fund

SCHOL ARSHIP FUNDS GRANTS AWARDED 
Scholarship Funds are created by donors to invest in students’ futures. Some scholarships help students from a particular high school or area; others provide 
financial assistance to those pursuing a specific field of study; still others assist students most in need. Donors are able to set the criteria for applicants.

224,902.74$
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Virgil A. Place was born in Crown Point in 1924. 
He served as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 
Virgil attended Indiana University and medical 
school at Johns Hopkins University. 

He was a pharmaceutical executive at Lederdle Labs, Syntex Corporation and ALXA 

Corporation before founding his own pharmaceutical company, VIVUS Corporation, 

in Mountain View, California. He also founded Pua Mau Gardens in Kawaihee, 

Hawaii. Virgil was known for his vision, creativity and leadership. He brought several 

innovative products to market, including the weight loss drug Qnexa.

After attending his Crown Point High School class reunion in 1997, Virgil established 

the Virgil A. Place Scholarship Fund at the Crown Point Community Foundation. The 

Virgil A. Place Scholarship Fund awards a four year renewable scholarship every 

year to a Crown Point High School senior who plans to major in the natural sciences 

and humanities and obtained a minimum 3.0 GPA. The Virgil A. Place Scholarship 

Fund has awarded 20 scholarships for a total of $241,700.

Virgil A. Place endowed his scholarship fund by donating 5,000 shares of VIVUS 

stock to the CPCF. Donating stock is a great way to establish a fund of your own or 

to add to an existing one. Donating stock can also offer substantial benefits come tax 

time. Not only do you not have to pay capital gains tax on donated stock, but you 

can also deduct its full market value on your tax return. This doubles the tax benefit 

for donating stock to the CPCF.

Contact us today to learn more about donating stock to the Crown Point 

Community Foundation.

Virgil A. Place Scholarship FundSCHOL ARSHIP FUND HIGHLIGHT

I am beyond thankful for receiving the Virgil Place Scholarship from the CPCF in 2016. With the 

tremendous help from this scholarship, I was able to attend my dream school, the University of 

Chicago.  I have been enrolled for two years now and have been pursuing a double major in 

Physics and Astronomy. In regard to finances, the University of Chicago is one of the most 

expensive universities in the United States so the Virgil Place Scholarship has been beyond 

helpful for my family and me. 

Additionally, this scholarship has given me 

reassurance that all my hard work throughout 

high school paid off and has continued to 

motivate me to work hard and to be involved 

in college. After I received this scholarship, I 

performed some research on Mr. Place and 

was inspired by his generosity and story; 

this insight has led me to make it a 

long-term goal of mine to give back 

to the community in a similar way. 

c a l l i s ta  c h r i s tv i r g i l  a .  p l a c e

c a l l i s t a  c h r i s t

2016 v i r g i l  a .  p l a c e

s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t

$4,000 p e r  y e a r  / 4 y e a r s
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Animal Related - $20.58   

John and Maureen Rogers Fund   

   

Arts, Culture - $11,241.93   

Edith Reinhardt Root Endowment Fund   

Manhart/Gibbons Family Memorial Endowment Fund   

Marilou Crisman Memorial Endowment Fund   

   

Community Improvement -  $57,604.93   

Bill and Norma Rosenbower Court House Endowment Fund  

Bob and Pat Turner Library Fund

Cedar Lake Match Fund   

Charles and Mable Wise Swisher Court House Endowment Fund  

Edna Mae Buckley and Merritt Buckley Old Courthouse Memorial Fund  

George and Laura Wild Endowment Fund   

Harold L. and Martha Wheeler Endowment   

James and Mary Ann Greiner Court House Endowment Fund   

Jim and Marge Forsythe Court House Fund   

John and Ann Barney Family Foundation Court House Endowment Fund  

June and Bernard Carstens Court House Endowment Fund   

Kathleen Gleason Leurck Fund   

Superior Petroleum Products Inc. Court House Endowment Fund   

Tom and Kathy Liss Court House Endowment Fund   

Vada Pinter Endowment Fund   

William and Mary Carroll Fund   

William C. and Jean Keehn Endowment Fund   

   

Education - $15,887.72   

Anthony Kinkade Foundation   

Beth S. Buoscio Endowment Fund   

Betty Biegel Endowment Fund   

Bieker Family Endowment Fund   

Charles and Virginia Isley Endowment Fund   

David and Maria Hibbs Endowment Fund   

Don and Joyce Gertz Endowment Fund   

Dr. Jerry and Trish Allee Fund   

Home Lumber Endowment   

John and Cathy Peterman Endowment Fund   

Kegan Hall Memorial Scholarship Fund   

Kids Caring for the Community Fund   

Peter and Mary Kucia Memorial Fund   

Ron and Diane Hall Endowment Fund   

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $2,590.09   

Patrick and Daniel Doherty Fund   

Roselyn Trimble Family Endowment Fund   

Wilbert and Betty Buth Endowment Fund   

   

Health - $5,075.27   

Visiting Nurse Foundation Fund   

William and Mary Carroll Fund   

   

Human Services - $10,406.56   

Honor Fund Challenge Match

Patrick and Daniel Doherty Fund   

Robert and Joyce Nutt Endowment Fund   

Roselyn Trimble Family Endowment Fund   

Stanley B. Lee Fund   

Visiting Nurse Foundation Fund   

   

Public Safety - $30,468.81   

Vada Pinter Endowment Fund   

William and Mary Carroll Fund   

   

Recreation -  $252.14   

Joshua Prunsky Memorial Endowment Fund   

   

Religion Related - $9,051.92   

Chuck and Helen Sauerman Endowment Fund   

Dr. James M. and Mrs. Kathleen M. Rajchel Endowment Fund   

James and Sandra Niermeyer Family Endowment Fund   

Jimmy D. and Marian S. Hooseline   

William and Mary Carroll Fund   

William C. and Jean Keehn Endowment Fund   

DESIGNATED GRANTS AWARDED
Designated Funds are established by donors to benefit specific charitable organizations and purposes. Donors can identify one or more eligible charities to 
benefit. If an organization ceases to exist or changes its purpose, the Foundation Board of Directors preserves the donor’s intention by redirecting the funds to 
an organization with a similar purpose.

150,766.28$
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Merritt Buckley was born in 1919 in Lowell. Merritt
graduated from Crown Point High School and worked 
for the Screw Conveyor Company in Hammond and the 
Atomic Plant in Pollman, WA. He was a member of the 
Valley of Chicago Masonic Lodge for 58 years.

Before his passing in 2007, Merritt established the Edna Mae and Merritt Buckley Old 

Courthouse Memorial Fund. It was named in honor of himself and his sister Edna Mae. 

Merritt dedicated half of the sale of his estate towards the endowment of the fund, which 

benefits the maintenance and repair of the historic Lake County Courthouse.

A charitable bequest is an excellent way to establish or contribute to a fund at the 

Crown Point Community Foundation. Naming the CPCF in your will is one of the 

easiest ways to make an important longterm difference in our community. A Charitable 

Remainder Trust (CRT) is another giving option with possible tax benefits wherein you 

donate property to a trust that pays you income for the remainder of your lifetime, 

passing what’s left to the Foundation.

For more information about giving options, please contact the Crown Point 

Community Foundation.

Scholarship - $6,475.00   

Manhart/Gibbons Family Memorial Endowment Fund   

   

Youth Development - $1,691.33   

John and Maureen Rogers Fund   

William and Mary Carroll Fund   

   

No Grants    

Crown Point Aid and Relief Fund   

Crown Point Founders Committee   

Harmony Handbells   

Lake County World Wars Veterans Memorial Endowment Fund   

Mary Govert Fund   

Norma N. Rosenbower Memorial Giving Fund   

Sharon James Endowment Fund

Edna Mae Buckley and Merritt Buckley 
Old Courthouse Memorial FundDESIGNATED GRANT HIGHLIGHT

        w e  a r e  g r at e f u l  to  m r .  b u c k l e y  f o r  h i s  g i f t  to 
t h e  h i s to r i c  l a k e  c o u r t h o u s e .  t h e  e n d o w m e n t  w i l l 
         a l l o w  f u t u r e  g e n e r at i o n s  to  b e n e f i t 
    f r o m  h i s  f o r wa r d  t h i n k i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g .

c a r r i e  n a p o l e o n

d i r e c to r ,  l a k e  c o u r t h o u s e  f o u n d at i o n ,  i n c .

Designated Grants continued:

m e r r i t t  b u c k l e y c a r r i e  n a p o l e o n
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Alan Jon “AJ” Roach Jr. Memorial Fund

Angela M. Fealy Family Fund

Barney’s Hub Bootery  Fund

Beverly M. Huber Endowment Fund

Bill and Norma Rosenbower Endowment Fund

Billy and Phyllis Walker Endowment Fund

Borto Family Fund

Brandon Aaron Huseman Memorial Endowment Fund

Carole and Jack Esala Endowment Fund

Charlie Scott Memorial Fund

Cindy and Ed Hall Endowment Fund

Cornel and Karen Raab Donor Advised Endowment Fund

Crown Brick and Supply Endowment Fund

Crown Point Rotary Foundation Fund

Cuculich Family Endowment Fund

Dale and Terri Williams Family Endowment

Devitte Family Fund

Dominic and Nancy Vicari Family Fund

Don Hess Memorial Endowment Fund

Dr. Frederick and Mary J. Klepsch Family Fund

Dr. John P. and Helen M. Birdzell Community Fund

Edward A. and Clara R. Bapple Cedar Lake Endowment Fund

Eksten Family Endowment Fund

Fran and Billie Hoffman Fund

Greg and Linda Armstrong Family Endowment Fund

Helen Zielinski and Ray Stuck Family Endowment Fund

Jo Schweitzer Family Fund

JoAnne and Jim Haag Endowment Fund

John Tubbs Family Endowment Fund

Joseph and Jane Nerney Fund

Joseph P. and Ruth B. Schramm Endowment Fund

Joshua and Melissa Sickinger Endowment Fund

Kathleen and John Roeser Endowment Fund

Kathy Townsend Memorial Endowment Fund

Klebs-Sickinger Family Fund

Kristin M. Harts Endowment Fund

Larry and Kimberly Geisen Endowment Fund

Margarete B. and William H. Fifield Endowment Fund

Marge and Melissa Kerr Endowment Fund

Patricia A. Huber Endowment Fund

Peterman Family Fund

R. F.  Bieker Foundation

Richard and Laura Sauerman Endowment Fund

Robert and Peggy Ligda Endowment Fund

Ronald and Anna May Allee Endowment Fund

Susan Driscoll Elder and Thomas A. Elder Fund

Ted and Lin Zapinski Endowment Fund

The Barney Fund

Thomas and Faye Platt Family Endowment Fund

Tim and Cynthia Walsh Endowment Fund

Vern and Jeanne Segert Endowment Fund

Vieweg Family Endowment Fund

Wayne A. Gruber Horticulture Fund

Women’s Giving Circle Fund

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS
Donor Advised Funds allow the donor to make recommendations for their charitable choices. Each year the Foundation notifies the donor of their available 
distribution amount. The donor then recommends one or more eligible charities to receive the grant distributions. 

69,284.62$



17

Alan Jon “AJ” Roach Jr. Memorial FundDONOR ADVISED FUND HIGHLIGHT

Alan Jon Roach, Jr., or AJ, had a lifetime passion for 
sports. He played soccer, basketball, football and 
dodge ball before joining the military.

“His decision to join the military during a 10-year war was one of our proudest 

moments,” said AJ’s mother, Lana. Unfortunately, his service was cut short. Just eleven 

days after his 20th birthday and two years after his graduation from Crown Point High 

School, AJ was lost in an accident. The Alan Jon “AJ” Roach Jr. Memorial Fund was 

created in AJ’s honor.

“Our family decided we wanted AJ’s generosity to be remembered forever,” 

Lana Roach said. “We wanted to make sure that people still benefited from his 

generous nature.”

The Alan Jon “AJ” Roach Jr. Memorial Fund is an example of a Donor Advised Fund. 

Donor Advised Funds are endowments which allow the fund’s founders or their 

successors to recommend which organizations the fund’s grants are awarded to. 

The Wounded Warriors Project, Crown Point Little League, and Junior Bulldog Football 

are among the recipients of grants from the AJ Roach Memorial Fund.

Donor Advised Funds are a great way for you to recommend which organizations you 

wish to benefit from your endowment. For more information about Donor Advised Funds, 

please contact the Crown Point Community Foundation.

                      b y  c r e at i n g  t h e  m e m o r i a l  f u n d , 
               s p e c i a l i st  a l a n  j o n  r o a c h ,  j r .  (“a j ”) 
                            w i l l  f o r e v e r  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

l a n a  r o a c h

m ot h e r  o f  a l a n  j o n  r o a c h ,  j r .

l a n a  a n d  j o h n  r oa c h j u n i o r  b u l l d o g  f o ot b a l l

a l a n  j o n  r oa c h , j r.
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Ann and John Barney Operating Endowment Fund

Beckman Family Operating Endowment Fund

Bruce and Betty Fleming Operating Endowment Fund

Centier Bank Operating Endowment Fund

Charles W. and Mable Wise Swisher Operating Endowment Fund

Chase Operating Endowment Fund

Circle Restaurant Operating Endowment Fund

City of Crown Point Operating Endowment Fund

Cornel and Karen Raab Operating Endowment Fund

Darryl and Patricia Miller Operating Endowment

David and Helen Batusic Operating Endowment Fund

Ed and Leona Luke Operating Endowment Fund

Gil and Gail Stiener Operating Endowment

Greg and Nancy Forsythe Operating Endowment Fund

Harris N.A. Operating Endowment Fund

Hooseline Family Operating Endowment Fund

John and Catherine Peterman Operating Endowment Fund

Joseph and Jane Nerney Operating Endowment Fund

It is the mission of the CPCF to enable donors to give back to our community by establishing various types of funds. We offer these services through 
a small but efficient staff and a business plan that maximizes efficiencies while reducing cost. Operating Sustainability Funds support the day-to-day 
operations of the CPCF. 

OPERATING SUSTAINABIL IT Y FUNDS 64,422.74$

Ann and John Barney started their operating 
sustainability endowment fund with one goal 
in mind: to ensure the Foundation would thrive. 

“I got involved with the Crown Point Community Foundation about 22 years 

ago, a couple years after it started,” said John Barney, CPCF Board Member. 

“And it became very apparent to me that the Crown Point Community 

Foundation could play a major role in the city of Crown Point and the 

service area in which the Foundation serves in years to come.” 

John and his wife Ann established the Ann and John Barney Operating 

Endowment Fund to help support the Foundation’s marketing, fundraising 

and staff. “If this can grow over a period of time and get to where it 

distributes enough money to pay all the Foundation’s operating costs, 

that would be quite an accomplishment,” John said.

To donate to the Ann and John Barney Operating Endowment Fund, 

or any of the other endowed funds, please visit thecpcf.org.

j o h n  a n d  a n n  b a r n e y

Ann and John Barney 
Operating Endowment FundOPERATING SUSTAINABIL IT Y FUND HIGHLIGHT
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Campagna Academy Endowment Fund 

Cedar Lake Historical Association Endowment

Challenger Learning Center of Northwest IN Inc. Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Library Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Schools Endowment Fund

Crown Point Community Theatre Fund 

First Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund

Forest Ridge Academy Endowment Fund

Franciscan Communities at St. Anthony Campus

Good Samaritan Endowment Fund

Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Indiana Endowment Fund

Hanover Schools Education Fund  (New Fund)

Heritage Quilters Endowment Fund

Indiana Ballet Theatre NW, Inc.

Ivy Tech Community College Foundations of East Chicago De La Garza 

 Campus in East Chicago Endowment Fund

John Kern Fund

Lake Court House Foundation Endowment Fund

Lake Region Christian Assembly Endowment Fund 

Masonic Temple Association Endowment 

Meals on Wheels of NW Indiana Endowment Fund

Northwest Indiana Special Education Coop Endowment Fund

Northwestern Indiana Nursery and Landscaping Endowment Fund

Oktober Committee Museum Endowment Fund

Old Sheriff’s House Gladys Harmack Forgey Endowment Fund 

Schererville Parks Foundation Inc. Fund 

Shrine of Christ’s Passion Endowment Fund 

Solon Robinson PTO Endowment Fund

South Shore Arts Endowment Fund

Southlake YMCA Endowment Fund

St. Anthony Medical Center Fund

St. Jude House Endowment Fund

St. Mary Catholic Community School Endowment Fund

The Arc Northwest Indiana

Tri Kappa, Gamma Theta Chapter Endowment Fund

Tri-Creek Education Foundation Fund

University of St. Francis, Crown Point Endowment Fund

White’s Residential and Family Services

Winfield Community Foundation, Inc. Endowment Fund

Wittenberg Lutheran Village Endowment Fund

AGENCY FUNDS
Agency Endowment Funds are created by nonprofit organizations. Each year, distributions from the agency fund help 
support the operational and program needs of the non-profit organization. 

Joseph N.  and Annette M.  Allegretti Operating Endowment Fund

Kathleen and Anthony Zdanowicz Operating Endowment Fund

Ken and Helen McEntire Family Operating Endowment Fund

Ken Homeier Family Fund

Lake Court House Foundation, Inc. Operating Endowment Fund

Marge Brady Kerr, in memory of JW Kerr, Jr. Operating Endowment Fund

Matt and Sandy Bapple Operating Endowment Fund

Mike and Karen Dexter Operating Endowment Fund

Operating Endowment Fund

Paul Martin Leurck Fund

Ray and Bernice Liss Family Operating Endowment Fund

Richard and Josephine Schweitzer Family Fund

Ronald W. and Suzanne M. Borto and Family Operating Endowment Fund

Southlake YMCA Operating Endowment Fund

St.  Anthony Medical Center Operating Endowment Fund

Virginia and A.D. Luers Operating Endowment Fund

White Family Operating Endowment Fund

William Bixenman Operating Endowment Fund

389,559.70$

Operating Sustainability Funds continued:

        o p e r at i n g  s u sta i n a b i l i t y  f u n d s 
                h e l p  u s  to  m a x i m i z e  y o u r  g i f ts 
        to  d o  m o r e  g o o d  t h i n g s 
           i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e  s e r v e .

l i n d a  a r m s t r o n g

c h a i r ,  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s
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A trusted leader in providing faith-based healthcare, Franciscan Health 
brings together technology, innovation and compassion to serve its 
patients throughout the area. 

“Since 1999, the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration have committed to bringing their ministry of caring 

for the sick to Crown Point and surrounding communities,” said Dr. Dan McCormick, the new President/CEO 

of Franciscan Health Crown Point (formerly St. Anthony Medical Center). “Our true purpose is to make every 

patient, family member, visitor, employee, and physician who chooses our facility feel the presence of our mission 

every time they enter our doors.” 

“My clinical background as a practicing nephrologist for twenty years brings a new perspective,” Dr. McCormick 

said. “A perspective that understands what it means to care for a patient and not simply deliver science to the 

bedside. The community should have confidence that they will be treated in a kind, considerate, and professional 

manner and leave feeling connected to our wonderful employees and medical staff.”

St. Anthony Medical Center FundAGENCY FUND HIGHLIGHT

d a n i e l  m c c o r m i c k ,  m d
p r e s i d e n t /c e o  o f  f r a n c i s c a n  h e a l t h  c r o w n  p o i n t
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Connected care is only part of the equation. Dr. McCormick also outlined the 

following initiatives:

•  A recent collaboration with Northwestern Medicine has allowed a full-time 

 Northwestern neurosurgeon to be on staff at Franciscan Health Crown Point. 

 “This opportunity not only brings a level of expertise to the campus but opens up  

 access to the extended expertise in highly specialized areas of neuroscience that

  Northwestern has to offer,” Dr. McCormick said.

• Franscican’s physicians, emergency room physicians, and EMS providers have  

 worked closely together to become verified by the American College of Surgeons 

 as a Level III Trauma center with neurosurgery.

• Franciscan offers a Level III NICU and 24/7 laborist/neonatal coverage.

• A community health needs assessment identified the need for diabetes care 

 expertise in the community. The Franciscan Physician Network has responded by  

 providing two endocrinologists at the Crown Point Campus.

• Future endeavors include tele-psychiatry, expansion of nurse practitioner 

 employment and physician management, and a joint tele-stroke program 

 with Northwestern.

“It is impossible to be involved in healthcare and not feel the effects of the consumer,” 

Dr. McCormick said. “We are in a new day and competing on the field with others 

caring for our patients is critical for our survival.” To help meet its mission, Franciscan 

Health founded an Agency Fund at the Crown Point Community Foundation. Agency 

funds help nonprofit organizations build endowment fund dollars to help to continue 

their work in the future. 

Distributions from its Agency Fund has allowed Franciscan Health to purchase new 

equipment in order to stay consistent with the latest technology, which enables the 

hospital to improve the science aspects of its patient care. Agency Funds will assist 

Franciscan Health in purchasing a retinal camera to screen premature infants for 

retinopathy and developing a patient satisfaction program in the form of a 

shadowing and mentoring program.

“Investing capital in the areas of the hospital where patients spend the most amount of 

time is a perspective and project we will be undertaking in 2018 – 2019 by restructuring 

our medical /surgical floors along with finding other opportunities where we can make 

our patients feel more like our guest than a patient,” said Dr. McCormick.

For more information about establishing an Agency Fund or donating to an existing one, 

please visit thecpcf.org.
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A
Judy Abraham 

Mary Ann Abraham 

Joseph & Annette Allegretti 

Mary Jane Allen 

Trish Alt 

AmazonSmile Foundation 

Joseph & Lori Amodeo 

Amodeo Properties, Inc. 

 Rick & Cathy Amodeo

Barbara Anderson 

Carrie Anderson & Matt Krampen 

John W. Anderson Foundation 

Linda Anderson 

Michael Anderson 

Paul & Amy Anderson 

Thomas & Kathryn Anderson 

Dave & Gail Andre 

Gregory & Linda Armstrong 

Rob & Judy Arnold 

David & Dorothy Austgen 

Austgen Kuiper Jasaitis P.C. 

B
Scott & Tracy Babjak 

Kenneth & Rita Backe 

Alethea Backensto 

Bernice Balicki 

Benjamin & Angela Ballou 

Matthew & Sandra Bapple 

 Bapple & Bapple, Inc. CPA’s

Judy Baran 

Herman & Jan Barber 

John & Gail Barenie 

John & Ann Barney 

 John and Ann Barney Family Foundation

Mark & Lindsay Bates 

 Pinnacle Insurance Group of Indiana, Inc.

David & Helen Batusic 

Michael & Trish Bauner 

 Toyota of Merrillville

Steven & Kay Bazin 

Joseph & Cindy Beckman 

Calvin Bellamy 

Brad & Lenette Belush 

Donald & Arlene Bennett 

Bierman Property Management LLC 

 Brett Bierman 

 Paul Fotia 

 Charles & Patricia Hescher

John & JoAnn Birdzell 

Gerald & Suzanne Bishop 

Scott & Carol Blue 

BMO Harris Bank N.A. 

Wendell & Janice Boicken 

The Gregory Bokota Family 

Ted Borggren & Jacqueline Stuck Borggren 

Suzanne Borto 

Gemma Brandt 

Tom & Theresa Brandys 

Michael & Kim Brown 

Sandra Dee Brown 

Thomas Brown 

David Bryan 

Richard & Debra Bryan 

Jeff & Linda Bryner 

Lauren Bryner 

Raymond & Carol Bucur 

Richard & Joanne Buehrle 

Stephen & Karen Buelow 

Roy & Leslie Burger 

Houston & Kateri Burnett 

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory 

 James Burns

Donald & Alice Burrell 

C
Dan & Sharol Cain 

Debbie Caldwell 

Laura Capparelli 

Gerald Caravana 

Kendra Carlson 

Bruce & Kimberly Carmichael 

Cedar Lake Girls Softball 

Cedar Lake Lions Club 

Centier Bank 

Michael & Mary Certa 

Lindsey Chamberlain 

Gene & Mary Charbonneau 

Fred & Katherine Chariton 

 KBCPA Accounting & Computer Service

Douglas Charles 

Mark & Chrisanne Christ 

Garry & Debra Ciochina 

City of Crown Point 

Glenn & Margot Clark 

Terry Coady & Alexis Thanos-Coady 

Ryan Collier 

Colonel John Wheeler PTA 

Consolidated Rail Corporation 

Jaime Constant 

Michael & Celeste Cooley 

Donald & Jacquelyn Corning 

J. Laurence & Susan Costin 

Patrick & Coleen Costin 

William & Margaret Coulehan 

CP RoboDogs Sponsors, Inc./CPHS RoboDogs 

Amy Crane 

James & Sue Crisman 

Crossroads Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Crown Point Cal Ripken Youth Baseball 

Crown Point Community School Corp. 

Crown Point High School 

Crown Point Lions Club, Inc. 

DONORS
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Crown Point Rotary

The Crown Point United Methiodist Church Praise Team 

Jim & Deb Cuffia 

James Culley 

Cumberland Farm 

Donna Cunningham 

John & Gina Curl 

Carolyn L Cusumano 

Joseph & Gayle Czarnik 

D
Robert & Rosemarie Dado 

Michael Daugherty & Donna Sapone Daugherty 

Dean & Elizabeth Davis 

Michael & Karen Dexter 

John & Louise Diederich 

Gary & Marie Dienes 

John Dockus 

Raymond & Donna Doherty 

Matthew Domasica 

Paul & Kristie Dressel 

Craig & Janet Duchossois 

Georgia Durant 

E
Patrick & Sarah Egan 

David & Teresa Eineman 

Eisenhower School PTO 

David & Melissa Ellingsen 

Yolanda Erskine 

Jack & Carole Esala 

F
Christina Fealy 

Federated Investors Tower/

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 

 Jane Lambesis/Kathy Roeser

Michael & Paula Fender 

James Fife 

James & Patricia Fifield 

William & Sandra Finn 

First Financial Bank 

Kerry Fitch 

John & Janine Fitzgerald 

Gary & Rosemary Fletcher 

Joan Fletcher 

Joe & Delores Fodemski 

Laura Foeller 

Patricia Foley 

Forest Ridge Academy 

William Forgey 

Shirley Forney-Bates 

Greg & Nancy Forsythe 

Scott & Maureena Foster 

Franciscan Alliance 

Franciscan Communities Inc./

 Franciscan Sisters of Chicago 

Franciscan Health Crown Point Auxiliary 

John & Shannon Freyek 

Jinx Glas Fromme 

Joyce Davis 

 G.A.P. Food Pantry/God’s Appointed

 Place Food Pantry

G
Chris & Monice Gall 

Ronald & Joan Gang 

Robert & Leslie Gardiner 

Larry & Pamela Gardner 

Gariup Construction Co., Inc. 

Donald & Jeannie Garletts 

Crisma Gass 

Gigi Geimer-Messler & Mary Geimer 

George & Georgiana Geimer-Messler 

Larry & Kim Geisen 

 LK Properties, LLC

James & Irene Gentleman 

Bernard & Valarie Gerlach 

Laura Gieseking 

Marcia Gima 

Bobbie Gintert 

Eric & Pamela Goff 

Rosemary Gonzalez 

Gerry & Dawn Gora 

Gregory & Diane Gordon 

Richard & Myrene Gordon 

Jeffrey & Pamela Govert 

Andrea Graciano 

Michael & Emogene Grant 

Janet Gray 

Michelle Greco 

Rick & Dana Griner 

James & Mary Beth Grossmann 

Joanne Kosac Gruber 

Diana Gullett & Lindsey Gullett 

H
James & JoAnne Haag 

James & Lauri Haag 

Cindy Hall 

Rose Hall 

Keith & Lori Hanaway 

Walter & Bertha Harms 

Jon & Cindy Harts 

Donna Hasten 

Frank Hatami & Colleen Johnston Hatami 

Hawk Enterprises, Inc. 

 Joann Plank

Jack & Joy Heminger 

Lenore Hess 

Joseph & Donna Heuer 

Donald & Karen Highsmith 

Steve & Carol Highsmith 

Geoff & Laura Hinton 

Hodges and Davis, P.C. 

 Earle Hites
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Anna Holem 

William & Cheryl Holloway 

Don & Karen Holmberg 

James & Tammie Holzhauer 

Chuck & Darlene Hopp 

Horizon Bank 

Arliss Hove 

Edward & Patricia Hren 

Dixie Hruska 

BJ & Kay Hubbard 

Beverly Huber 

David & Debra Huber 

Donald & Joyce Huber 

Patricia Huber 

Ralph & Sheryl Hudson 

Suzanne Teesdale Hufford 

Maggie Hussey & family 

James & Beverly Hutton 

I
In Touch Pharmaceuticals 

Patrick McInerney & Kimberly Walter 

John & Patricia Isley 

J
Jerry Jascoviak 

Carl & Linda Johnson 

Jonathan Jollief 

Diane Jostes 

K
Joseph & Barbara Kacmar 

Ronald & Florette Kaiser 

Judith Kaleta 

Whitney Kane 

Lester & Marilyn Kaper 

 Cedar Lake Florist & Gifts

Mary Kapitan 

Kappa Kappa Kappa Inc., 

 Crown Point Associate Chapter 

Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.,

 Gamma Theta Chapter 

Janet Katich 

Gus & Michelle Katsaros 

Marilyn Kazwell & Sarah Vicari 

Brett Keeler 

Abbey Kelliher 

The Ken Kelliher family 

Mary Kelliher 

Jack & Diane Kemp 

James & Rose Ann Kendall 

Charles & Susan Kerr 

Marge Kerr 

Melissa Kerr 

Lowell Killion 

James & Deborah Kirk 

Julius “JuJu” Kish 

Dan & Vicky Klein 

Dan Knaga 

Kevin & Amber Knaga 

Rosalie Knapp 

Greg Kokot 

Lynn Kowert 

Dennis & Ashley Kramer 

Matthew Krampen 

Brian & Lynette Kubal 

Kubal’s Holiday, Inc./Holiday Liquors 

 Martha Kubal

Andrew Kyres 

L
Jeff & Jean Lahm 

Lake County Extension Noteables 

Lake Street School PTO 

James & Esther Lambert 

Dan LaMere 

Mary Jo Lane 

Barb Langel 

James & Kimberly Larsen 

 Mechanical Test & Balance, Inc.

John & Lori Laszlo 

 Laszlo & Popp, PC

Eli & Judith Lazar 

William Lepak 

Steve & Kathy Lessner 

George & Sharon Letz 

Gregory Leurck 

Brian & Janice Lewis 

Roger & Mariellen Liggett 

Likas Limited 

Tom & Kathy Liss 

 Liss Rentals

Liss CARSTAR Collision Center, Inc. 

 Corey and Charlotte Liss

Marion Lo Verde 

Louise Luchene 

Bob & Susan Lueder 

M
Judith Maicher 

Chris & Julie Mallers 

Jane Rouge Martin 

Lynn Matalin 

Michael & Brenda Matz 

Eugene & Linda Matzat 

John & Marcia McAleer 

Charles & Fiona McCarroll 

Ron McColly 

The Robert McDermott family 

The David McDonald family 

James & Phyllis McDonald 

Janet McDonald 

Robert & Pamela McDonald 

DONORS
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Thomas McDonald & Carla Briskey McDonald 

Helen McEntire 

The Gerald McMahon family 

David & Darlene McMichael 

Meals on Wheels of NW Indiana, Inc. 

Richard & Kathleen Merritt 

John & Audrey Meyer 

Mike Anderson Automotive Group, Inc. 

 Mike Anderson Chevrolet Buick GMC 

  Truck-Logansport, IN 

  Mike Anderson Chevrolet-Gas City, IN 

   Mike Anderson Chevrolet Chevrolet of Ossian, IN 

   Mike Anderson Dodge-Marion,IN 

 Mike Anderson Chrysler Dodge Jeep 

  Ram-Logansport, IN 

 Mike Anderson Used Cars-Kokomo, IN 

 Mike Anderson Used Cars-Elkhart, IN 

 Drive Now Auto Credit-Peru, IN 

Mike Anderson Chevrolet-Merrillville, IN 

Darryl & Pat Miller 

Ralph & LouAnn Miller 

The Shawn Miller family 

Millwrights Local Union 1076 

Mirar Development, Inc. 

 Dean & Sara Jones

Joseph & Judith Moore 

Dawson & Brenda Morgan 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC 

Francis & Susan Morley 

Jim Morosin 

James & Monica Morris 

Ronald & Cathie Morris 

Morse Realty and Consulting Services 

 Kevin & Michele Morse

George & Madelyn Murphy 

Dana Murr 

N
Allan & Sally Nalbor 

National Life Group Charitable Foundation Inc.  

 Carey Yukich & Jennifer Vinovich 

  of True Wealth Advising Group

Selena Naumoff 

Robert Navarro 

Joseph & Jane Nerney 

Thomas & Cathy Neuffer 

Dale & Karen Newlin 

Keith & Mary Nielsen 

NIPSCO 

Joan Noble 

Lew & Sandra Noe 

Northwestern Indiana Nursery and 

 Landscape Association 

Northwest Indiana Title Services, Inc. 

Tom & Marie Novotny 

O
Michael & Diane O’Brien 

Richard & Elizabeth O’Halek 

Old Sheriff’s House Foundation 

P
P.E.O. International, Chapter EO 

Roger & Donna Pace 

Richard & Marjorie Pankiewicz 

Julie Pape 

Dennis & Shelly Pasko 

George Patrick & Lisa Simon-Patrick 

John Peluso 

Nathalie Pennington 

Peoples Bank 

 Benjamin Bochnowski

Pete & Sons Auto Repair, Inc. 

David & Karen Piercy 

Faye Platt 

Mark Platt 

Thomas Platt & Uta Rehm 

Max & Gisele Ploog 

Sreymom Po 

John & Judith Pop 

Victor & Roberta Prasco 

Ronald Pruitt 

 4aGoodCause

Jack & Sharon Pruzin 

Thomas Pruzin 

Pruzin & Little Funeral Services 

Puntillo and Crane Orthodontics, PC 

 Anthony Puntillo & Christopher Crame

Q
Cindy Qualizza 

R
Claudia Jean Raab 

Cornel & Karen Raab 

Tim & Vickie Rainwater 

Alice Rajchel 

Fritz & Joyce Rather 

The Mark Rayonec family 

Glenn & Roberta Recktenwall 

Thomas & Kristine Reed 

Debra Reeder 

Refax, Inc. 

 Richard Oliver

Jeffrey & Diane Reimer 

Brian & Gail Rendina 

Thomas & Kathryn Rethlake 

The Scott Rettig family 

Sara Reusze 

Dean & Jamie Ricci 

Jayson & Mindee Richard 

Mark & Sue Riester 

Shannon Riley 
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Riversedge Management LLC 

 William & Judy Rathjen

Robert Roach & James Roach 

Robert A.Taft Middle School PTA 

Steven & Patricia Rodda 

Florence Roen 

Susan Roen Family 

John & Maureen Rogers 

Daniel & Carol Root 

Kathie Rosdil 

Mary Rosenbaum 

Terese Rouge 

Joe & Mary Kay Rowe 

Susan Royer, DDS Family Dentistry 

Joseph & Laura Rurode 

Jennifer Rush 

Michael Rzadzki 

S
Judson & Linda Salmon 

Dick & Laura Sauerman 

Helen Sauerman 

Larry & Marilyn Saylor 

Gerald & April Schaefer 

Schepel Buick - GMC 

 Thomas & Barbara Van Prooyen

James & Nancy Schmal 

Alvin & Kathryn Schmidt 

Bridget Schroeder 

David & Elizabeth Schuster 

Mark & Marisa Schweitzer 

Rick & Jeri Schweitzer 

Charles & Martha Scott 

Maxie Scott 

Timothy & Peggy Sendak 

Thomas & Aleta Sepiol 

Faye Sepke 

David & Mary Ann Shaver 

Vic & Jewell Sheldon 

Karen Shook 

Josh & Melissa Sickinger 

Ronald & Debra Simko 

Theodore & Ann Sinal 

 Theodore Sinal, CPA

Daniel Sisk 

Skyway Trucking, Inc. 

 The John Vittori family

Geoffrey & Julie Slaughter 

James & Bernadette Slawinski 

Small Web Solutions, LLC. 

 Jackie Webster

Susan Smith 

Thomas & Kari Smith 

Rosalee Snyder 

Solon Robinson PTO 

Travis Spoolstra & family 

David & Phyllis Springman 

Allen & Linda Sredzinski 

St. Mary Home & School Association 

Lynn Staniszeski 

Mary Steele 

John & Debra Steinborn 

Sandra Stevens 

Gilbert & Gail Stiener 

Robert Stiener 

Swartz Retson & Co., P.C. 

 David Batusic

David & Denise Swinehart 

T
T.H.C. Inc. 

 Jeff Hess

David & Lori Taylor 

William & Jane Thesing 

Thomas & Roberta Thiel 

Debbie Thill 

Rajan, Jessy & Daniel Thomas 

William Thompson 

Brett Thompson 

Thursday Coffee Ladies 

 Kathy Craig

 Bette Oesterle

 Sue Riester

Timothy Ball Elementary PTO 

The Daniel Torrance family 

Mary Tracy-MacAulay 

Frank Trapane 

Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc. 

Roselyn Trimble 

Bill & Laurel Trueblood 

Carmen Trump, David & Debra Driver 

Gloria Tuohy 

Susan Jollief Turman 

U
Lynn Unger 

V
Matt Valuckis 

Dutch & Tobey Van Houten 

Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston 

Robert & Richelle VanderZee 

Alda Vellutini 

Brenda Versnel 

 Signature Realty

Daniel & Jennifer Vinovich 

W
Jeremy Walker 

Monty & Chrysta Walker 

Jerry & Melanie Walton 

Charles & Cheri Warnke 

Christy Warren 

DONORS



Eugene & Jean Wease 

Cory & Jacqueline Webster 

Kimberly Wentz 

Martha Wheeler 

Craig White 

Mary White 

White Hawk Monday Night 

 Couples Golf League 

Donald Wigley 

Dale & Terri Williams 

David Williams 

Viretha Williams 

Stephanie Winborn 

Winfield Community Foudation, Inc. 

Robert & Donna Wold 

Barry & Margaret Wood 

Donald & Julie Woodburn 

Kaitlin Wool 

Y
Josephine Young 

John & Carey Yukich 

Z
Todd & Julie Zasada 

Michael & Lisa Zdanowicz 

Rich & Kathy Zondor 

Joan Zupan

In Kind Donations

Bapple & Bapple, Inc. CPA’s

Edda Taylor Photographie 

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

www.nipsco.com

WHY WE GIVE:  At NIPSCO, giving back 

to the communities we serve is a fundamental 

part of our culture. Every year, our employees 

volunteer and donate to a wide range of 

organizations that are making a difference 

across our service area with a focus on basic 

human needs, economic development, 

education, environmental stewardship 

and public safety.

MISSION:  NIPSCO has served the energy 

needs of northern Indiana for more than 100 

years. Community support and involvement has 

always been at the foundation of our history. 

We’re also making significant investments to 

improve service, including nearly $30 billion in 

identified long-term system modernization and 

growth programs spanning the next 20+ years.

Girl Scouts:

The Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago & Northwest Indiana 
learn about electrical safety at our Introduce a Girl to 
Engineering Day, which promotes STEM education, 
at the NiSource headquarters in Merrillville.
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O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y 

D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M 

J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N ,  O N E  FA M I LY, 

O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y 

B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M 

O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N 

O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D
A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W

The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. 

Small donations are just as important as large donations to make 

sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a 

fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. Mail 

your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply 

donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. We invite you to be a 

part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more 

good things in our community!

   w e  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  b y  w h at  w e  g e t ,
        b u t  w e  m a k e  a  l i f e 
                    b y  w h at  w e  g i v e .

w i n s t o n  c h u r c h i l l
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Thanks to your generosity, students and teachers are 
more able to focus on their work.

A $4,370 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was awarded to Jane 

Bell Elementary School. The grant helped to purchase equipment for the school’s 

movement and sensory program.

Because learning has changed in schools, students are required to sit and focus for 

longer periods of time. Students’ success has become dependent on their ability to 

remain on task without regard to their age or ability. 

“Unfortunately, there’s a side effect to technology,” said Jane Ball Principal 

Deborah Snedden. “Kids don’t know how to play, move or touch and maximize 

their sensory needs.” The school’s sensory/movement program was begun to 

address the needs of the students.

“Our team has decided that both gross/fine motor equipment is needed to meet 

our students’ gross motor and sensory needs so that students can focus/attend to 

academic lessons which will lead to academic success,” said Regina Chancellor, 

Jane Ball Elementary School Sensory Committee Chairperson. The CPCF grant was 

used to purchase sensory equipment for the students, including trampolines, exercise 

balls, fidget toys and floor chairs.

“The equipment that is purchased will be placed in the classroom and will be available 

for students to use at their desk or at a station during work time or during lessons,” 

Chancellor said. “Our goal is to not only help a few students who have sensory needs 

that are more obvious, but to help all students with sensory deficts to help them achieve 

their greatest academic success.”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Jane Ball Elementary School

  
       o u r  m ov e m e n t  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e c o m e  pa r t  o f  t h e 
s c h o o l ’s  m a st e r  s c h e d u l e .  i t  i s  v e ry  e x c i t i n g   to  b e  a b l e      
  to  i m p l e m e n t  a n  a l l - s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  w i l l 
                    h e l p  e v e ry  st u d e n t  to  i n c r e a s e  l e a r n i n g .

r e g i n a  c h a n c e l l o r

j a n e  b a l l  e l e m e n ta ry  s c h o o l

s e n s o ry  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r p e r s o n
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Thanks to your generosity, a longtime center of 
classical arts is one step closer to its new home.

A $12,000 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was awarded to 

Indiana Ballet Theatre (IBT). IBT has remained focused on one simple mission for the 

past 37 years: the transformation of lives and the enrichment of the community 

through dance. IBT has taught over 9,000 students from the region and engages in 

performance, outreach and the finest in classical dance education. But it needed a 

place to call home.

Eleven years ago, Founding Artistic Director Gloria Tuohy saw a way to fill the needs 

of IBT and the families it serves as she passed by the historic Sanatorium Nurses Home 

in Crown Point. The long-abandoned building will soon become the Classical Arts 

Centre, a thoroughly renovated and reconstructed facility that will house IBT as well as 

South Shore Arts, Plum Grove Strings, the Black Box Theatre and other centers for the 

arts.“The projection is that moving IBT to the Classical Arts Centre will bring in 50% more 

students in the Lake County area,” Touhy said.

The grant from the CPCF provided for downspouts and gutters to the Classical Arts 

Centre project. A $1,000 grant from the Women’s Giving Circle also helped to install 

new windows.

“The Classical Arts Centre would not be possible without the City of Crown Point and 

Lake County Commissioners who donated the building in 2017, and the generous 

support from community organizations,” Tuohy said. “This phase of the project is made 

possible thanks to the Crown Point Community Foundation.”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Indiana Ballet Theatre

          w e  a r e  e x t r e m e ly  g r at e f u l  a n d  a p p r e c i at e 
t h e  g e n e r o u s  g r a n ts  f r o m  c p c f . 
        w e  va l u e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  o u r  s h a r e d  v i s i o n 
                 f o r  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  a r ts  c e n t r e . 

g l o r i a  t u o h y

f o u n d i n g  a r t i st i c  d i r e c to r / c e o

i n d i a n a  b a l l e t  t h e at r e

g l o r i a  t u o h y v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  a r ts  c e n t r e
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Chuck Allen

Bernice Anderson

Barbara Badanish

Gordon Bates on his Birthday

Gordon Bates

Peter N. Beres II

Ron Borto

Vince Bossi

Delores Bremer

Peter “Pete” Breuckman

Leonard Buczkowski

Nancy Bush

Wilbert E. & Betty Jane Buth

Terry Campas

Pat Carden

Joyce Carnahan

Craig Carpenter

Ruth Cidulka

Thomas Cope

Vera Corning

Joseph & Maribel Costin

William “Bill” Cox

Marilou Crisman

Bruce Daily

Patrick & Daniel Doherty

Leroy Doty

Violet Doty

Jack & Jean Durant

Tom Durant

Forrest & Millicent Everett

William & Margarete Fifield

Gladys Belle Harmack Forgey

Jonathan Forgey

Eleanor Frankowski

Curt Graves

Sharon Greening

James Greiner

Sharon Grelecki

Nancy Halfman

Margaret “Peggy” Hein

Michael Hoevet

Marlene Holme

Benton Scott Huddleston

John Hunt

Charles & Virginia Isley

Joe & Marian Jollief

Dr. Richard Kazwell

Jim Keller

Kathy Keller

Russ Keller

Darwin “Dart” Koedyker

Harold Kracht

Dr. Jerry E. Lambert, Sr.

Ruth Lambert

Alice Lauterbur

Ryan William Lepak

George Letz Jr.

Paul M. Leurck

Julie Worley Llewellyn

Annie Mahler

Twila Marsh

Anna Martin

Alec Matalin

Jim & Betty McDonald

Ken McEntire

Linda Kay Moke

Melissa Neff

Dennis Petas

Imogene “Jean” Pilarski

Thomas A. Platt

Bill Prange

Karen Pruzin

Elizabeth “Betty” Quinn

John Rauh

David Rhodes

Robert Roen

Lawrence Rouge

Henrietta Rybarczyk

Donald Sales

Charles “Chuck” Sauerman

Minnie Schmidt

Charlie Scott

William “Bill” Scott

Charlotte Jeanne Segert

Robert Short

Mark Sliger

Jan Smederovac

Jack Smith

Karla Stiener

Paula Stiener

Lisa Schaefer Stover

Lisa Schaefer Stover on her Birthday

Karen S. Traficante

Henry Turner

Linda Underwood

James “Jim” VanGilder Sr.

Richard Terry VanSlyke

Robert Remington VanSlyke, Sr.

Roger C. VanSlyke

Ronald John VanSlyke

Marie VanSlyke-Bean

Joseph Vassallo

Phyllis Walker

Candace Lynne Walton

Pam Wampler

Laurel Weichert

Dean White on his Birthday

Mr. & Mrs. David F. Williams

Jerry Zelenka

Kenneth D. Ziese

MEMORIALS
Nothing can ever replace the loss of a friend or loved one, but we can commemorate their life with an everlasting tribute reminding us that they are not forgot-
ten. A memorial donation is a fitting way to remember a special person while at the same time helping others.



HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

Birthdays, weddings, graduations, anniversaries, and retirements are part of a long list of special events 
and reasons for honoring someone with a gift. An honorary gift is a fitting way to honor a special person 
while helping others. 

Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. 

If a name has been inadvertently omitted from the report, we apologize.

Bob & Bernice Anderson

John & Ann Barney’s 50th Anniversary

John & Ann Barney

John & JoAnn Birdzell

Jason & Penny Bordui’s Anniversary

Penny Huddleston Bordui’s Birthday

Jim & Marge Forsythe

Larry & Kim Geisen at Christmas

Geisen Funeral Home’s 150th Anniversary

Cynthia Howell

Pat Huber at Christmas

Pat Huber’s Retirement

Marilyn Kaper’s Birthday

Angela Leimer

George Letz’s  Birthday

Louise Luchene’s Birthday

Mary Nielsen’s Birthday

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Philipps 50th Anniversary

Joe Power

Mark & Sue Riester

Rev. John J. Savio at Christmas

Natalie Schantz’s Birthday

Jeff & Natalie Schantz’s Anniversary

Rick Schweitzer

Debi Simko

Robert “Bob” VanSlyke’s Birthday

Barbara White’s Birthday

Ron & Alice Wools at Christmas

HONORARIUMS

viewoutdoor.com

Crown Point Community Foundation:

View Outdoor Advertising donated billboard space for 
the Crown Point Community Foundation's 9th Annual
Volunteer Fair.

WHY WE GIVE:  At View Outdoor, 

our goal is to follow the path our founder, 

Mr. Dean White, paved decades ago by 

giving back to Northwest Indiana. We have 

always and will continue to work with the 

municipalities and service organizations that 

build the great foundation of this community. 

We are a local company that prides itself on 

supporting these local communities where we, 

our employees and their families live. By use of 

outdoor advertising, we are pleased to help our 

local businesses and organizations bring new 

opportunities to this ever-growing community 

we call home.
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Thanks to your generosity, cancer patients in Northwest 
Indiana and throughout the United States know that 
they are not alone.

The Crown Point Community Foundation awarded a $5,000 grant to Phil’s Friends. 

Phil’s Friends is a nonprofit organization founded by a former cancer patient, Phil Zielke. 

The cards and care packages that Phil received while he was being treated helped to lift 

his spirits. When he was in remission, Phil decided to make it his life’s work to help other 

patients feel this support.

Phil’s Friends provides care packages, letters of encouragement, religious ministry and 

hospital visitations to “Friends” who are undergoing medical treatment. Phil’s Friends 

serves over 9,500 cancer patients and their families every week. They have sent over 

12,000 care packages, which contain blankets, toiletries, a Bible and other items. 

Phil’s Friends also mails more than 5,000 encouragement cards every week.

Founded in Illinois, Phil’s Friends opened its first support center in Crown Point. There, 

volunteers can decorate and pack care packages, fill out letters of encouragement and 

assist with other activities. The grant from the CPCF helped to defray the expenses of 

opening the new hope center.

“As part of the Phil’s Friends community, you’ve been an important partner to provide 

Christ-centered support and HOPE to those afflicted with cancer,” said Phil’s Friends 

Founder and Executive Director Phil Zielke. “It is not just me who wants to share sincere 

appreciation for all you do — our Friends and staff thank you too!”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Phil’s Friends

p h i l  z i e l k e
f o u n d e r  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r 
o f  p h i l ’s  f r i e n d s
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Thanks to your generosity, veterans who have suffered 
upon returning home have found a new mission.

A $6,000 grant from the Crown Point Community Foundation was awarded to 

Operation Combat Bikesaver. Operation Combat Bikesaver takes broken or tarnished 

motorcycles and pairs them with veterans and first responders who are suffering from 

PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder,) TBI (traumatic brain injury,) and/or depression. 

The candidates work with trained professionals and each other to restore the bike,

learning new skills along the way. At the end of the project, the motorcycle is the 

veterans or first responders to keep. There is no cost to the candidates.

The CPCF grant helped to purchase parts for the motorcycles. As many as three 

motorcycles are being worked on in the organizations’ new workshop at any given time. 

The veterans and first responders are learning valuable skills such as welding, painting, 

fabricating and electrical work in the course of restoring their bikes as well as gaining 

a new sense of accomplishment and pride from what they have created.

“A problem we have found is that policemen, EMS, and firefighters can potentially 

lose their jobs if they admit to suffering from PTSD, TBI and/or depression and are 

unable to find assistance out of fear of being fired,” said Jason Zaideman, President 

and Director of Operations of Operation Combat Bikesaver. “We want to provide 

that type of assistance for those who serve our country daily. Our program is a 

one-of-a-kind hands-on based therapy for these individuals and is another strong tool 

for them to use to help them learn how to manage their issues through team building, 

goal setting, specific tasks, learning new skills, and working alongside others who have 

similar issues. The impact we will make on the community is saving lives, while building 

bikes. We are bringing back a camaraderie that many veterans are missing after getting 

out of the service. We are helping first responders get assistance they may have never 

gotten otherwise. The impact on the community is limitless.”

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Operation Combat Bikesaver

      t h a n k  y o u  i m m e n s e ly  f o r  y o u r  $6,000 g r a n t 
          to  o p e r at i o n  c o m b at  b i k e s av e r .  f r o m  t h e  b ot to m 
   o f  o u r  h e a r ts ,  w e  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  k e e p i n g 
        o u r  d r e a m  a l i v e  to  h e l p  a s  m a n y  a s  p o s s i b l e . 

j a s o n  z a i d e m a n

p r e s i d e n t / d i r e c to r  o f  o p e r at i o n s

o p e r at i o n  c o m b at  b i k e s av e r
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Community Partners are local companies who join forces with the Crown Point Community 
Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and develop 
nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY


