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m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

p r e s i d e n t

m a r y  b. n i e l s e n

There was a buzz in the air that couldn’t be denied. 

The annual Volunteer Fair & Blood Drive hosted by 

the Crown Point Community Foundation this past 

March was high energy. The Fair provided an opportunity for nonprofits to showcase their 

mission and connect with potential volunteers of all ages looking for ways to make a 

difference in their community. 

The Fair was also the perfect environment to facilitate conversations and interactions as well 

as foster a sharing spirit and collaborative attitude amongst the nonprofits, who know that we 

typically accomplish more and attain greater results when working together. 

But collaboration is about so much more than a tool for achieving business goals or personal 

dreams. Collaboration is about compassion, love, support, kindness, and the power that we 

gain when we share with each other and lean on each other. And just like the wind, bees, and 

flowers, it takes all of us, donors, nonprofits, and the Foundation, working in unison to care for 

each other and create impactful change.

We are grateful and thankful for each of you and all that you do to support us as we continue 

to carry out our mission of enhancing the quality of life in South Lake County by facilitating 

charitable giving, initiating responses to targeted needs, and building permanent named 

endowments funds to support nonprofit organizations in our communities and beyond through 

our grantmaking and special projects. 

On pages 6-7, we highlight the activities from this year’s Volunteer Fair & Blood Drive and hope 

that it will inspire you to share with others how they too can get more involved in the life of our 

community.

As a public charitable organization, the Crown Point Community Foundation supports a broad 

range of community needs. If there is a cause you are passionate about, we have a fund to 

support your interest. Small donations are just as important as large donations. And with our 

$2.5 million-dollar $1 for $1 Matching Challenge made available by the generosity of the 

Dean and Barbara White Family Foundation, it’s the perfect time to make a gift and double 

your impact! See page 10 to learn more about qualifying gifts and available matching monies.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and staff, we thank you for your continued support 

and partnership! In the spirit of collaboration, together we can continue to make a positive 

difference in South Lake County and beyond… now and for generations to come!

Every effort is made to accurately list our contributors. If a name 
has been inadvertently omitted from the newsletter, we apologize.
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c h r i s a n n e  c h r i s t

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d

c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n

    t h e  wa r m  d ay  s e t  t h e  sta g e  p e r f e c t ly  f o r 
wa r m  h e a r ts  g e t t i n g  to  c o n n e c t !  i t  wa s   
   to u c h i n g  to  s e e  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  t u r n o u t  o f 
v o l u n t e e r s  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  o r g a n i z at i o n s  i n 
      n e e d  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  ta l e n ts . 
          t r u ly  t h e r e  wa s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r 
     e v e ry o n e  t h e r e .  i t  wa s  s u c h  a  p l e a s u r e 
       to  b e  a  pa r t  o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d ay !
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With your help, patients who suffer from Lupus have more 
access to the care they need.

A $2,000 grant was awarded to the Lupus Foundation of America, 
Indiana Chapter from the Crown Point Community Foundation. 

Lupus is a spectrum autoimmune, chronic disease and can manifest 
in several forms. The most common is systemic lupus erythematosus 
(SLE) that can cause pain throughout the body, inflammation, organ 
failure and even death. Around 3,000 individuals in Lake County 
have been diagnosed with the disease.

The Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana Chapter has been serving 
the state since 1987, helping to support research, conduct education 
programs, raise awareness of the disease, and support those who have 
been diagnosed with Lupus. 

Living with lupus can be a financial strain. A 2016 study found that 
the average annual direct health care costs of a patient with lupus 
was $33,223. To help to ease this burden, the Lupus Foundation of 
America, Indiana Chapter created the Patient Access to Healthcare 

(PATH) program in 2019. The program assists patients with expenses 
including prescriptions, co-pays, medical transportation and housing. 

“The PATH program assisted me in acquiring clean living quarters 
and utility assistance when I was unable to work with lupus 
complications," said a resident receiving care. "I am so grateful 
for this amazing program.”

For more information about the Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana 
Chapter, please visit www.lupus.org/indiana.

CPCF GRANTS AT WORK Lupus Foundation of America, Indiana Chapter

         t h e  sta f f  o f  t h e  l u p u s  f o u n d at i o n  o f 
  a m e r i c a ,  i n d i a n a  c h a p t e r  w o u l d  l i k e  to 
       s i n c e r e ly  t h a n k  c p c f  f o r  t h e  g e n e r o u s 
    g r a n t  t h at  a l lo w e d  u s  to  a d va n c e  o u r  pat h 
  p r o g r a m  a n d  a s s i st  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  l u p u s .

l a  t o i j a  s n o d g r a s s ,  m a ,  m p h

c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r

l u p u s  f o u n d at i o n  o f  a m e r i c a ,
i n d i a n a  c h a p t e r
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
THE CPCF AWARDED $123,416.00 IN UNRESTRICTED COMMUNITY GRANTS IN THE FEBRUARY CYCLE.

Arts, Culture - $12,600.00
Cedar Lake Historical Association - $10,000
Structurally reinforce the museum porch and elevate the visitors 
first impression, both by day and night.

Indiana Ballet Theatre NW, Inc. - $2,600
Refurbishing the floor in studio 1 to provide a safe space for 
the dancers to take classes and rehearse.

Economic Development - $2,750.00
Indiana Plan - $2,750
Funding to bring more awareness to a free construction awareness 
program to residents of the Southlake region and increasing 
participation from those in the program.

Education - $10,930.00
CPCSC/Crown Point High School - $3,000
Provide financial assistance to pay for AP Exams for students 
with financial need.

Lake Street PTO - $750
Purchase a sensory path to help provide a calming, self-regulatory, 
and sensory movement break for students.

Rotary Club of Crown Point - $7,180
Help fund the Dolly Parton Imagination Library program.

Environmental - $1,830.00
Lake County Fairgrounds - $1,830
Purchase pet waste bags for Fairgrounds.

Food, Nutrition, Agriculture - $15,000.00
Community Help Network - $15,000
Fund the Buddy Bag Program which provides weekend meals for 
food insecure students in South Lake County.

Housing, Shelter - $8,726.00
St. Jude House, Inc. - $8,726
New dining room tables and chairs.

Human Services - $48,750.00
Crossroads YMCA - $3,000
Support for the YMCA Income Based Tuition Program.

Exceptional Equestrians Unlimited Inc. - $5,000
Barn Rebuild - for Parent/Student viewing area.

Franciscan Health Foundation - $10,000
Serve vulnerable Crown Point residents of all ages with ongoing 
and new programs geared toward children, older adults, and 
families without enough nutritious food to eat.

Hair for All Foundation Corp. - $2,500
Reimbursement wig program for cancer and Alopecia patients in 
South Lake County.

Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly - $5,000
To expand the visiting and social programs to alleviate isolation and 
loneliness for South Lake County seniors who are otherwise alone in life.

NWI Cancer Kids Foundation, Inc. - $2,500
Purchase client management software.

Operation Combat Bikesaver - $9,000
Provide financial, transportation and mental health services to veterans in need.

Pink Ribbon Society, Inc. - $10,000
Enable Pink Ribbon Society to expand its Patient Financial Assistance Program.

Wittenberg Village - $1,750
Create a new veterans honor wall commemorating and honoring those in the 
Wittenberg community who served our nation.

Public Safety - $7,330.00
Lakes of the Four Seasons Volunteer Fire Force, Inc. - match up to $7,330
Obtain new and better intubation equipment.

Religion - $2,500.00
South Point Community Church - match up to $2,500
New indoor playground for children in the church and community.

Youth Development - $13,000.00
Crown Point Babe Ruth League - $10,000
Purchase a much needed new mower.

Hanover Central Athletic Boosters - match up to $3,000
Fund a TouchWall that will display and safely store the Athletic Records.
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Volunteer Fair
Blood Drive &

13 th ANNUAL CPCF

Lend a 
Helping 

Hand

"It's great to be back," said Mary Nielsen, Crown Point Community 
Foundation President. "Volunteers are the lifeblood of nonprofit 
organizations. The fair is one of the ways we as the Crown Point 
Community Foundation help to support them and the importance 
of their work in our community.”

More than 40 nonprofits from throughout Lake County attended 
the event. The CPCF also awarded five grants for $1,000 each to 
randomly-selected participating organizations. Congratulations 
to this year’s grant winners: Cedar Lake Historical Association, 
Fair Haven Rape Crisis Center, Healing Streams Oasis Church, 
Self-Injury Support Groups of Northwest Indiana, and Winfield 
Community Foundation.

"Fair Haven Rape Crisis Center can only provide free advocacy 

support to victims of sexual trauma with the continued support of the 
community in which we serve," said Shana Robertson, Community 
Relations Director at Fair Haven Rape Crisis Center. "We are so 
ecstatic and blessed to receive this grant! Thank you to Crown Point 
Community Foundation and to all the organizations that continue to 
provide excellent services in NWI."

"As a smaller nonprofit, the volunteer fair not only connects us with 
potential new members, it also helps us reach out to other nonprofits 
in the area," said Renee Clayton, President of Winfield Community 
Foundation. "Communication and bridging these links definitely 
makes us a stronger organization. We are grateful to be the 
beneficiary of one of the grants this year and will be investing it 
directly back into our community. Thank you so much!"

p h oto s  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  c p c f  g r a n t  r e c i p i e n ts  p o s e  w i t h  m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  a n d  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  b o a r d 
m e m b e r s .  f r o m  l e f t  to  r i g h t :  m a ry  n i e l s e n  -  d i a n e  r e i m e r ,  c p c f  g r a n t  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p  m a n a g e r  -  c h r i s a n n e  c h r i st ,  c p c f  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  -  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  fa i r  h av e n  r a p e 
c r i s i s  c e n t e r :  b e c c a  e m e r s o n ,  a n t i - t r a f f i c k i n g  c o o r d i n ato r ;  m aya  r o s a l e s ,  a s s i sta n t  c o o r d i n ato r ;  j e n n a  m a r t i n ,  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  c o o r d i n ato r ;  a n d  s h a n a  r o b e r ts o n ,  c o m m u n i t y 
r e l at i o n s  d i r e c to r  -  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  s e l f - i n j u ry  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  o f  n w i :  r u t h  h a l st e a d ,  f o u n d e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  c h r i s  s i n g e l ,  g r o u p  fa c i l i tato r  -  m e m b e r s  f r o m  c e d a r  l a k e 
h i sto r i c a l  a s s o c i at i o n :  v i c k i e  r a i n wat e r ,  c e d a r  l a k e  h i sto r i c a l  a s s o c i at i o n  b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t ;  a n d  j u l i e  z a s a d a ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c to r  c l h a  -  m e m b e r s  f r o m  h e a l i n g  st r e a m  o a s i s  c h u r c h : 
pa sto r s  d r .  d e n n y  a n d  c h a r l e n e  o l s e n  -  w i n f i e l d  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n 's  p r e s i d e n t ,  r e n e e  c l ay to n  -  c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s :  i n d i r a  b r i g h a m  a n d  d a n i e l  r o ot  / c p c f  b o a r d  m e m b e r  b e n 
b a l lo u  r e g i st e r s  to  g i v e  b lo o d .

The 13th annual Volunteer Fair & Blood Drive, sponsored by the Crown Point Community Foundation, 
gave the community a much-needed chance to reconnect after struggling through the pandemic. 

Nonprofits that had faced closures, restrictions and increased need were matched with hundreds of potential 
volunteers who were happy to be out on a beautiful day and have the chance to make a difference.
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p h oto s  c lo c k w i s e  f r o m  to p  l e f t :  fa i r  h av e n  r a p e  c r i s i s  c e n t e r  / m a ry  n i e l s e n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  e q u e st r i a n s  u n l i m i t e d  / t r i - to w n 
s a f e t y  v i l l a g e  / t h e  s h a r e  g r o u p  / m e a l s  o n  w h e e l s  n w i  / c r o w n  p o i n t  e m e r g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  a g e n c y

We were thrilled to be selected as a 2022 grant recipient," said Julie 
Zasada, Executive Director of the Cedar Lake Historical Association. 
"We have earmarked the funds to support the return of our resort 
history steamboat rides on Cedar Lake." 

Although the Volunteer Fair is always a favorite event in which to 
participate, this year’s fair was one of the best," said Joy Heminger, 
President of Prevent Child Abuse Lake County. "Seeing and catching 
up with old and new friends from many organizations was a special 
time that made everyone feel more “normal” again. And getting 
together at an in-person event produced an energy that could be felt 
by everyone who attended.

"It was amazing to see so many people with the common goal of 
making people’s lives better in NWI," said CPCF Board Member 
Indira Brigham. "Each organization had their own unique way of 
helping others, so there was a wide variety of groups that partici-
pants were able to learn more about and sign up to volunteer. It was 
a heartwarming afternoon to see so many fantastic nonprofit groups 
in the same place at once!"

"The volunteer fair helps secure volunteers of all ages, elementary 
through adult, to advance our mission of inclusion, remove isolation, 
and an opportunity to meet new friends," said Mark Lantz, Deputy 
Director Program and Operations at Best Buddies Indiana. 

"Volunteers are the heart of Meals on Wheels NWI," said Charlie 
Misovye, Volunteer Manager at Meals on Wheels. "We cannot do 
what we do without them. The return of the Crown Point Community 
Foundation Volunteer Fair allowed me to visit with some of our active 
volunteers as well as recruit new volunteers. It was nice to reconnect 
with other nonprofit groups, share thoughts and ideas, discover how 
they are working with volunteers and the changes they are making 
as we all navigate in this new world of challenges we all now face. 
The attendees were eager and enthusiastic about volunteering and 
making a difference in someone’s life. After following up with the 
sign-ups we had at the event, we may have upwards of 12 new 
volunteers! Thanks to CPCF for organizing such a great event. See 
you next year!"

In addition to the Volunteer Fair, there was an onsite Blood Drive 
conducted by Versiti Blood Centers. The blood drive met their goal 
of 16 units which will potentially help up to 48 patients in need!

The Crown Point Community Foundation would like to thank all of 
the nonprofits who attended as well as the potential volunteers and 
blood donors. We would also like to thank Versiti Blood Centers, 
the Crown Point Community School Corporation, LAMAR, The Times 
Newspaper, the Crown Point RoboDogs Team 2171, and the CPCF 
Board of Directors for helping to make this event possible. For more 
information, please contact www.thecpcf.org.
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MEMORIALS
NOVEMBER 1, 2021 - FEBRUARY 28, 2022

Gordon Bates 

Shirley Forney-Bates
 
Dolores Bencie

Gerald & April Schaefer
 
Ralph Bennett 

Ralph Bennett IV
 
Myrtle Bessette

Dan & Vicky Klein
 
Francis & Lucile Bieker 

Robert & Susan Bieker
 
John P. & Helen Birdzell 

John & JoAnn Birdzell
 
Elaine Bozovich 

Matthew & Sandy Bapple
 
Alfonse "Al" Braccolino 

Marty Wheeler
 
Ray Bryan 

City of Crown Point, 

 Mayor David Uran

Jim & Kim Larsen, Mechanical 

 Test & Balance

Marty Wheeler
 
Betty Jane Buth 

Eugene & Linda Matzat

Pene Castor 

Dale & Terri Williams

Jennifer (Stutler) Chadd

James & Alice Jean Pappenheim
 
Daniel Cicero 

Jerry Caravana
 
Nettie Cilek 

John & JoAnn Birdzell
 
Joseph A. Clune 

Jerry Caravana

Rich & Linda Svihra
 

Jan Conlon 

Robert & Susan Bieker

Joseph & Maribel Costin 

Bruce & Kimberly Carmichael

Laurence & Susan Costin
 
Sue Crisman 

James Crisman
 
Desmond Charles 
"Chuck" Daily 

Dan & Vicky Klein

Doris "Dorie" Deprizio 

Maxie Scott

Leroy Doty 

John & JoAnn Birdzell

Richard L. Duchossois 

John & Ann Barney

Doris Dunn

Joe & Barbara Kacmar

Sue Elinkowski

Steve & Kathy Lessner family

Keith & Mary Nielsen

Forrest & Millicent Everett

Vic & Jewell Sheldon

Alfred "Fritz" & Joanne Gruber

George & Peggy Katunich

Joanne Kosac Gruber

Faylene Altomere

Joseph & Lori Amodeo

Mervyn & Linda Barenie

Linda Beard

Blade Cutters II, LLC

Joan Brasa

Robert & Ginger Budzius

Mary Pat Burkel

David & Jeanette Burr

Calumet Park Cemetery

Jerry Caravana

David & Patricia Chorba

Jean Clune

Stephanie Cohen

Michael & Cynthia David

Katherine Dluzak

John & Beth Ann Doppler

Sharisa Eatinger

Elizabeth Eaton

Billy & Elaine Edwards

Earl & Cindy Elder

Virginia Fenes & Larry Holt

James & Joanne Ferro

The Fleming Family, Ellendale Farm Ltd.

Michael & Elizabeth Garritson

Jeanann Georgas Freier

Ray & Debbie Govert

Wayne Gruber

Lee Hartsell

Judy Havran

Steve & Carol Highsmith

Debra Hines

Susan Hmurovic

Robert & Louise Hooper

Elaine Hough

David & Deb Huber

Patricia Huber

Keith & Debbie Iddings

Bob & Angela Jensen

Scott & Stacie Johnsen

Joe & Barbara Kacmar

Ron & Noreen Kamminga

Lorraine Keilman

Peter & Jean Ann Kirk

Rosellen Kozel

Dennis Kramer

Kathleen Krum

Mary Beth Kryda

Barbara Kvachkoff

Andrew S. Kyres

Ray & Diane Lentz

Sharon Letz

Judith Lueder

Karen Maddalone

Ronald & Judith Maginot

Kenneth & Marianne Manning

Kay Maybaum

Edward & Shelly McGuire

Bryan & Ellen McKay

Joseph & Rosanne Michelini

Doug & Denise Molchan

Allan & Sally Nalbor

Barbara Neary

Dale & Karen Newlin

Keith & Mary Nielsen

Tom & Marie Novotny

NWINLA Board Members

Mark & Jackie Obszanski

Mary Anna Oresik

George & Suzie Pate

Onie & Coral Penzato

Faye Platt

Mark Platt

John Procopio

Jeffrey & Diane Reimer

Kurt, Jill, Grant & Brock Rosenberger

Jane Rouge Martin

Steve & Nit Ruggeri

Judy Schlueter

John & Sheryl Schoedel

Carol Schreiber

Susan Schurg

Geraldine Semmer

Geraldine Shaw & Family

Shirley Short

Ray & Eleanor Snemis

Sandra Stevens

Rachel Stelzer

Wayne Stelzer

Rich & Linda Svihra

Sandy Sykes

Al & Sharon Thom Family

Randy & Joyce Thomason

Dody Urbanski

Coleen Viers

Paul & Amy Wellman

Marty Wheeler

Rex & Kimberly White

Judy K. Wietbrock

Mary Ann Wilczynski

Betty Wilkerson

Don, Julie & Alexis Woodburn

Kevin & Dorene Wynkoop

Donna Zandstra
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Capt Richard Fromholtz, USN

Jerry & April Schaefer

Joan Gang

Joe & Barbara Kacmar

Dan & Vicky Klein

Helen McEntire

Ralph Gargano

Jerry Caravana

Dr. James Gentleman

Ric & Terrie Biederwolf

John & Louise Diederich

Joseph & Barbara Kacmar

Shirley Klockenga

Viviane Papp

Steve & Tana Poncsak

Jerry & Karen Ross

Nancy Townsend

Richard "Dick" Gordon

Michael Gordon & Amanda Keck

James Greiner on his Birthday

Mary Rieder

Joe Heuer & Donna Keller Heuer

Pravit & Pornpimon Sinchai

Katherine Rose (Gerlach) Huber & 
Edward George Huber's Birthdays

Joe & Mary Kay Rowe

Benton Scott Huddleston

Jeanne Van Slyke-Huddleston

Charles & Virginia Isley

John & Patricia Isley

Ruth Mader Jones

David & Debra Huber

Peter & Mary Kucia

Jerry & Pat Gerlach

Joseph M. Leone

Jerry Caravana

Ryan William Lepak

William Lepak

Cheri Warnke

George H. Letz III

Larry & Bea Cak

Anne Forsythe

Leslie Gardiner

Sharon Gremel

Steve & Kathy Lessner Family

Sharon Letz

Darryl & Pat Miller

George & Gloria Pyle

Gail Smith

Alec Matalin

Matthew Baker, Inc.

Jim & Mary Szubryt

Robert Van Houten & Colleen Jay

Jim & Betty McDonald

Patrick & Sarah Egan

Janet McDonald

Robert & Pamela McDonald

Ken McEntire

Helen McEntire

Isabelle Melchor

Sarah Banks

Stephanie Harnew

Garry Neitzel

Janet Neitzel

Elgine Pawlus

Joe & Barbara Kacmar

Jack Pettit

Jessica Albaugh

Chip & Karin Pettit

Thomas Platt

Faye Platt

Karen Pruzin

Nancy Mauman

Thomas G. Pruzin

Meredith Gail Replin

Mary Rieder

Lawrence "Larry" Saylor

Rick & Cathy Amodeo Family

Don & Alice Burrell

The Glick Family Foundation

Delver & Jean Kutemeier

Maxie Scott

Lisa Schaefer Stover

Kenneth & Rita Backe

Ralph & Sheri Hudson

Gerald & April Schaefer

Charlie Scott

Joan Fletcher

Mark Smith

Jerry Caravana

Michael Stillson

Marge Kerr

Margaret Mary Sweeney

Dan & Vicky Klein

Marty Wheeler

Peter G. Tarpo

Dan & Vicky Klein

George & Gloria Pyle

John Tubbs

Patti Tubbs

Barbara Jenkins Tyler

Neal Tyler

William W. VanCleef

David & Helen Batusic

Roger C. VanSlyke

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston

Ronald J. VanSlyke

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston

Cole Viers

Jeffrey & Laura Kuzma

Coleen Viers

Linda Viers

Lorraine Viers Steuer

Coleen Viers

George & Laura Wild

Joe & Barbara Kacmar



10  | c r o w n  p o i n t  c o m m u n i t y  f o u n d at i o n   |   a p r i l  2022

GIVE TODAY...
IMPACTGreater

TOMORROW
M A T C H I N G  C H A L L E N G E

$2.5 MILLION DOLLAR 
MATCHING OPPORTUNITY

The $2.5 million dollar Matching Challenge is racing to the finish! Only $233,890.21 remains! Have your donation go even 
further. Every dollar you donate will be doubled, making this the perfect time of year to double your impact before the challenge ends.

Announced just one year ago, the $2.5 million dollar 
MATCHING CHALLENGE, made possible by the Dean 
and Barbara White Family Foundation, is almost complete! This 
$1 for $1* matching challenge provides donors the opportunity 
to grow endowed funds of their choice and to increase operating 
endowment funds to cover the operating costs of the Crown Point 
Community Foundation. Every dollar you donate will be doubled, 
but only until the remaining $233,890.21 of the challenge is met!

*Gifts to any Operating Endowment Fund receive 100% of the 
match. Gifts to other Endowment Fund types receive 50% of the 
match, with the other 50% benefiting the CPCF Operating 
Endowment Fund. "We have been amazed by the outpouring of 
generosity from the community because of this matching program," 
said Mary Nielsen, CPCF President. "Mr. and Mrs. White loved this 
community, and through their Foundation continue to give back. Join 
them in keeping our community strong by making a donation today."

Choose to Give to an Existing Fund or Establish a New Fund. 

Eligible gifts include: 
Cash, Checks or Credit Cards - Donations can be made by mail, 
dropping off at our office, or online. 

Stocks or Securities - The Foundation has the ability to accept gifts 
of publicly traded appreciated stocks or securities.

IRA Distributions - Qualified Charitable Distributions can be made 
directly to the Foundation from your IRA custodian, reducing taxable 

income regardless of whether you qualify to itemize (Distributions 
cannot be directed to a Donor Advised Fund). 

For questions, contact the CPCF at 
info@thecpcf.org or call 219-662-7252.

only $233,890.21 
available to match

This Matching Challenge is available until funding has been exhausted.

As of 
March 15, 2022

$942,983.75

Match Captured-Other Funds $233,890.21

Match Available

$1,323,126.04

Match Captured-Operating Funds

Scan QR Code to 
Give Online Today:
thecpcf.org/donate.html
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HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

www.centier.com

JDRF Indiana
One Walk:

Centier associates 
had a great group 
of walkers and 
volunteers at the 
JDRF Indiana 
One Walk in 
September.

WHY WE GIVE:  Centier Bank strives to ensure 
that the quality of life for all who live and work 
in our communities is a top priority. Through 
corporate dollars, volunteerism, and financial 
education, we consistently aim to make a greater 
impact in our communities. Centier has preserved 
hometown banking since 1895, and promises to 
continue that legacy for generations to come. 

MISSION:  Indiana’s largest private, 
family-owned bank is a testament to the idea 
that no matter how large a business grows, it is 
still possible to provide remarkable service. This 
comes naturally to Centier associates because 
of our servant heart culture. We have come to 
be known for warm, personalized service and 
relationship-style banking. Centier Bank’s 
commitment to community means neighbors are 
serving neighbors, working together to create 
a better way of life today and for future 
generations.

WELCOME NEW 
BOARD MEMBER

j e n n i f e r  r i t t e r

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t

JENNIFER RIT TER

Jennifer Ritter’s parents, Jerry and Margie Grecco, instilled in 
her the values of participating in community life and helping 
those in need. She was raised in Crown Point, attending Saint 
Mary Catholic Community School and Andrean High School. 
She earned a Bachelor of Arts with High Distinction in History 
and a minor in French at Indiana University Northwest. She 
accepted a position with the Federal Government, where she 
met her husband, Patrick, to whom she has been married for 
29 years. 

They raised their daughter, Megan, in Crown Point, where 
Jennifer volunteered for Tri Kappa, serving as its president. 
She served as president of the Saint Mary Catholic Community 
School Advisory Council and as a member of the Crown Point 
High School Music Boosters. She has been an employee of the 
federal government for over 22 years and is currently a technical 
expert in her field. 

“I have always felt fulfilled when working and volunteering in 
my community," Jennifer said. "I love Crown Point and am 
so happy with all the growth our city is experiencing. I am 
excited to join the Crown Point Community Foundation so I can 
participate in all the good work the Foundation does for the 
people of South Lake County.”

The Board of Directors
play an integral role in 
the Crown Point Community 
Foundation. They select the 
recipients of CPCF grants, 
help to solicit donations, 
and promote the Foundation 
throughout the community. 
We are proud to welcome 
our newest board 
member, Jennifer Ritter.
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DONATIONS
NOVEMBER 1, 2021 - FEBRUARY 28, 2022

A
Mary Ann Abraham

Roger & Jean Afman

Lynn Almaguer

AmazonSmile Foundation

Rick & Cathy Amodeo, 

 J.A. Associates

Thomas & Kathryn Anderson

Janice Anthony

Greg & Linda Armstrong

B
Frank Baccino

Irene Bairaktaris

Ben & Angela Ballou

John & Ann Barney

Barney Family Foundation, 

 John & Ann Barney

Denise Bashore

Douglas MacArthur PTO

Kelly Bermes

Mary Bernacki

Anthony & Julie Bieszczat

Jacqueline R. Stuck-Borggren 

 & Ted Borggren

Suzanne Borto

Susan Bosco

William & Beverly Breyfogle

Gary & Indira Brigham

C
Juliana Caffarini

George S. Caleel, 

 Caleel Foundation

Centier Bank, 

 Aracely Ledezma

Christopher B Burke Engineering, LLC

Crown Point Rotary

Glenn & Margot Clark

Ryan & Linda Collier

Lily Colvin

Alison Corban Norton

D
Joyce Davis

Dean & Barbara White Family Foundation, 

 Bill Hanna

Suzanne Demmond

Mike & Karen Dexter

John & Louise Diederich

Gary & Marie Dienes

Eric & Robin Dillon

John Dockus

Michelle Duffy

Dan & Alison Duncan

E
Mark & Mary Edwards

Eisenhower School PTO

F
Fred & Shelly Faber

Georgia Falkenberg

Cynthia Ferrini

Shirley Forney-Bates

Greg & Nancy Forsythe

Scott & Maureena Foster

G
Russ & Margie Gertsch

Gerry & Dawn Gora

Gregory & Diane Gordon

Myrene Gordon

Michael & Emogene Grant, 

 Grant Appraisal Services

Griffith Evangelical Church

H
James R. Haag

Crystal Harrigan-Barry

Donna Hasten

Anna Holem

Robert & Louise Hooper

Chuck & Darlene Hopp

BJ & Kay Hubbard

Gary & Kathy Huys

I
Keith & Debbie Iddings

J
Elizabeth Jacobson

Michael T. James

Jon & Margy Jollief

K
Judith Kaleta

Brett Keeler

Dawn Kepshire

James & Deborah Kirk

Arkadiusz Kosow

Andrew Kyres

L
Nathan Laird

Lake Street School PTO

Jim & Kim Larsen, 

 Mechanical Test & Balance

Stanley B. Lee

Steve & Kathy Lessner Family

Randy & Mary Jane Lewis

Corey & Charlotte Liss, 

 Liss Body & Paint CARSTAR

M
John Manis, 

 Manis CPA Services Inc./Manis Accounting

Darryl & Pat Miller

Millwrights Local Union 1076

Dawson & Brenda Morgan

Kevin & Michele Morse, 

 Morse Realty & Consulting Services

Bonnie Muir

N
Allan & Sally Nalbor

Joe & Jane Nerney

Joan Noble

Northwestern Indiana Nursery 

 and Landscape Association
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P
Larry & Sandy Palmiter

Jeffrey Perz

R
Cornel & Karen Raab

Margaret Ricci

Mark & Sue Riester

Patrick & Jennifer Ritter

Kathy Roeser, 

 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

John & Maureen Rogers

Jerry & Karen Ross

Round the Clock Restaurants, 

 Minas Elias & Stasia Litos

S
Atty A. James Sarkisian

Atty. A. Leon Sarkisian

Paul Schultz

Sheehy Well & Pump Co., Inc.

Josh & Melissa Sickinger

Theodore G. Sinal

Mark & Deborah Snedden

Solon Robinson PTO

Tammie Sopczak

Allen & Linda Sredzinski

St. Mary Home & School Association

T
David & Lori Taylor

Suzanne Teesdale

William & Jane Thesing

Brett Thompson

Nancy Tilka

Timothy Ball Elementary PTO

Mary Tracy-MacAulay

Tri-Creek Education Foundation, Inc.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran School PTL

Tina Turnquist

V
Allen Aron & Lynn VanHouten

Jeanne VanSlyke-Huddleston

John & Barbara VanRamshorst

W
Jeremy Michael Walker

Melissa Walley

Ronda Waters

Jean Wease

Susan Wilcox

Dale & Terri Williams

Winfield Community Foundation, Inc.

Winfield/Jerry Ross Parent Teacher Organization

Wipeco Inc.

Suzann Wright

Scan QR Code to 
Give Online Today:

thecpcf.org/donate.html

t o  s e t  u p  a  r e c u r r i n g 
m o n t h ly  g i f t ,  p l e a s e 

s c a n  t h e  a bo v e  q r  c o d e . 
s e l e c t  t h e  g i f t  a m o u n t 

a n d  f u n d  yo u 'd  l i k e 
t o  s u p p o r t  a n d 

s e l e c t  t h e  r e c u r r i n g 
m o n t h ly  g i f t  o p t i o n .  
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HONORARIUMS
NOVEMBER 1, 2021 - FEBRUARY 28, 2022

John & Ann Barney at Christmas

Craig & Janet Duchossois
 
The Braccolino Family

Andy & Susan Husar

Lew & Sandra Noe

Jerry Caravana

John & JoAnn Birdzell
 
Larry & Kim Geisen at Christmas

Jonathon Christiansen

Terry Coady & Alexis Thanos-Coady

Jamie & Jennifer Constant

Teresa Dille

Barb Dobis

Anthony Geisen

Michelle Hanrahan

Taylor Jones

Gus & Michelle Katsaros

Jeffery & Deb Kelley

Bill Kolloway

Jeff & Jean Lahm

Cinta Lowe

Bob & Susan Lueder

Ron Mesarch & Janet Andrus

Daphne Pistello

TJ & Meghan Pruzin

Mike Raymer

Wendy Schreiber

Julia Thorn

Myrene & Richard "Dick" Gordon

Lee Duggan

Gerald & Mickie Hardin

Richard Katz & Judy Hoffman Katz

Keilman Austgen & Sinal PC

Bryan Lazorik, Class of 1995

Michelle Michaelsen

Patricia Reid

Russ & Amy Rubino

Bridget Schroeder

Kelly Tournis

Peg Wissner

Stephanie Harnew

Susan Jaskowiak

Joe & Jenny Prescia

Walt & Grayce Tyszko

Stephanie & Matt Harnew, 
Educators That Don't Quit!

Alison Quackenbush

Faye Platt on her Birthday

Thomas Platt & Uta Rehm

Marty Wheeler

John & JoAnn Birdzell

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE 
AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

WHY WE GIVE:  Geisen Funeral Home has 
been a part of the Crown Point community since 
1867, when Peter Geisen added undertaking 
services to his furniture business downtown. We 
know the importance of providing the best service 
to our funeral families and to various local 
charitable organizations and programs. We 
want to make a difference to help our community 
flourish, as we have for over 150 years.

MISSION:  We are dedicated to providing 
guidance, options and compassion with the 
highest level of standards and integrity. We will 
offer exceptional funeral and cremation services 
by our professional and caring staff. We will 
always strive to exceed the expectations of each 
family we serve.

www.geisenfuneralhome.com

4th of July 
Parade:

Families who have 
lost a Veteran 
participate in the 
Geisen Veterans 
Memorial Float 
for the 4th of July 
Parade.

Habitat for Humanity 
Women’s Build:

Geisen staff members 
volunteered for a 
Habitat for Humanity 
Women’s Build.



Stephanie & Matt Harnew, 
Educators That Don't Quit!

Alison Quackenbush

Faye Platt on her Birthday

Thomas Platt & Uta Rehm

Marty Wheeler

John & JoAnn Birdzell
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Five Questions for

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
GRANT/SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Kevin Huseman5

1. What’s the best advice you’ve ever received? 

 Life often delivers demands to compromise your 

 character. You will do well applying the following quote 

 by Denis Waitley: “Change the changeable, accept the 

 unchangeable, and remove yourself from the unacceptable."

2. What question do you look forward to receiving 
 when someone hears about your family? 

 Can you tell me about your family?

3.  What inspires you?  

 The increasing evidence, graciously made manifest by 

 God, how He is faithful of His promises; “I will give them one   

 heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for their 

 own good and the good of their children after them. I will make 

 with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from  

 doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, 

 that they may not turn from me. I will rejoice in doing them good, 

 and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart 

 and all my soul." (Jeremiah 32:39-41 ESV)

4.  Which parable in Scripture has most redirected your life? 

 The parable of the rich fool. (Luke 12:16-21)

5. What is your advice to have fulfillment in retirement?

 Don’t retire. Work is good, and when your work is discharged 

 properly over time, it meets with much blessing. I respectfully 

 suggest that most who “retire” will likely rust out before they

 wear out.

Kevin Huseman was raised in Lowell. He and his wife Renee have been 

married for 38 years. They have 13 children (11 through adoption), and one 

grandchild. In 1990, Kevin and Renee founded Point Imaging, a graphics 

manufacturing business. They sold the company in 2012. In 2013 they founded 

a housing ministry named Kingdom Housing, LLC and began buying distressed 

residential properties, rehabbing them and providing clean, affordable housing 

for families of modest means. 

 

Kevin & Renee’s history with the Crown Point Community Foundation began 

in 2012. Following the death of their oldest son Brandon on Thanksgiving Day 

2011, they approached the Foundation and established the Brandon Aaron 

Huseman Memorial Endowment Fund. In the spirit of Brandon’s compassion 

for the vulnerable of society, his namesake fund was established to support 

fostering, adoption and at-risk youth.

 

In the spirit of Matthew 25:40, Kevin trusts that God will continue 

to direct his steps, and his role with the Crown Point 

Community Foundation.

k i n g d o m
h o u s i n g ,  l l c
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CREATING A BETTER FUTURE 
              IN SOUTH LAKE COUNTY 

PO Box 522
Crown Point, IN 46308

Community Partners are local companies or individuals who join forces with the Crown Point 
Community Foundation to promote and expand philanthropy, address community issues, and 
develop nonprofit excellence.

HELP US LEAD, ENGAGE AND ENRICH OUR COMMUNITY

Upcoming Crown Point Community Foundation Events:

CPHS Scholarship Award Night  |  Thursday, May 5, 2022 - 6:30pm

eugene & jean wease

john & ann barney
family foundation

h o f f m a n
charitable foundation

T O G E T H E R  W E  B U I L D  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W
The Crown Point Community Foundation is a public charity. Small donations are 

just as important as large donations to make sure that we serve the public’s best interests.

O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  D O E S  N O T  C O M E  F R O M  J U S T  O N E  P E R S O N , 

O N E  FA M I LY,  O R  O N E  C O M PA N Y  B U T  A  S T E A DY  S T R E A M  O F  C O N T R I B U T I O N S 

F R O M  A  B R O A D  C R O S S - S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  P U B L I C . 

If you have a cause you care about in the community, we have a fund to support your interest. It’s easy to make a donation. 
Mail your check today in the enclosed envelope provided or simply donate online at: thecpcf.org/donate.html. 

We invite you to be a part of your public Foundation so that together we can do more good things in our community!


